
Like all parents, the mothers and fathers of South Central want the best for 
their children– safe streets, good schools and opportunities for healthy and 
productive futures.  For two decades APCH has been helping South Central 
families overcome adversity by providing safety, support, and pathways to 
success.  More than 17,000 young people have crossed our threshold as we have 
grown from a church basement to a 25,000 square foot community hub for youth 
from 8-21 years old. 

Every day APCH provides dynamic, engaging programs in education, nutrition, 
counseling, the arts, athletics, college and vocational preparation and mentoring.  
In 2013 we assisted 82 students from South Central L.A. to attend college – 80 of 
them first in their families to do so!  We celebrate them and  thousands of other 
beautiful young people who have overcome great odds in the neighborhood 
and gone on to become teachers, artists, engineers, leaders and contributing 
citizens who are making the world a better place.

 
THE VICTORIES HAPPEN DAILY, ONE YOUNG PERSON AT A TIME, 

ONE CLASS AT A TIME, ONE BREAKTHROUGH AT A TIME.  

“I saw a story about a girl involved with gangs who found 
help there and the very next day Nia, Ethan and I walked 

into A Place Called Home.  We learned about all the 
programs, and my kids’ eyes lit up.  From then on we were 

there every day.  Nia danced and did homework.  Ethan 
joined the gang prevention program and told me, ‘Mom, 

I don’t have to go through what Raymond and Joshua did.’ 
That was nine years ago.”  — Barbara Ivory Jackson

Barbara found APCH after her two older sons joined gangs 
and one was shot and the other imprisoned.  Her two younger 
children are APCH members.  Ethan is an APCH Shaheen 
Scholar who recently got his engineering degree, and Nia 
continues to dance toward her future at APCH.   
 
                             > > > continued on page 2  > > > 

O U R  M I S S I O N 

A Place Called Home is a safe haven in South Central Los Angeles

where underserved youth are empowered to take ownership

of the quality and direction of their lives through programs in

education, arts, and well-being and are inspired to make

a meaningful difference in their community and the world.

c h a n g i n g  t h e  w o r l d  s t a r t s  a t  h o m e

    A PLACE CALLED HOME CELEBRATES
20 YEARS OF LOVE AND COMMUNITY

THE PATH AHEAD IS INSPIRED



20 years ago, A Place Called 
Home didn’t exist, except as a 
dream in the heart of Debrah Con-
stance, who had been battered and 
bruised and had struggled her whole 
life to find a safe place where she 
could truly belong. And, then APCH 
became real... and the rest, as they say...

Four years ago when I accepted the post of Executive Director here, I convened 
a circle of APCH members, parents, staff and volunteers to learn more about 
the needs in the neighborhood and the aspirations of our diverse APCH community.  
The Stakeholders Circle has since become an annual tradition that informs a lot of 
what we do as an agency.  

In the Circle, everyone “talks story,” we get to know each other, and what emerges 
are everyone’s concerns, needs and ideas, which are transformed into action plans.

  It’s an inspirational day and I am always reminded that facing great obstacles 
doesn’t stop people from envisioning a better life and aspiring to greatness... unless they 
lose hope.

At 20 years old, Place Called Home does many things: education, the arts, 
counseling, nutrition, athletics, college, job preparation… the list goes on and on.   
But, at the end of the day, the intention today is the same as it was in 1993 and  
the recipe is indelibly imbedded in our DNA:    
    Start with pure love, vision, dedication and joy, 
 Create a safe, warm, fun and dynamic environment,
 Add multidisciplinary programs that really work and can grow,
 Find, train and entrust talented, passionate staffers who genuinely care,
 Open the doors to include as many young people and families as you can fit in,
 Invite everyone to bring their dreams and aspirations,
  Empower them as partners in creating change and making the world a better place.
 Add hope.  Mix thoroughly.  Work hard and watch closely…
 As dreams become realities.
 And, don’t forget to celebrate!  When the children at A Place Called Home succeed, 
we all do. 
 
Yours in Service, 
 
 
Jonathan Zeichner 
P.S. Debrah, congratulations, your baby is 20 years old– you did it – we love you!!
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INSIGHTS FROM THE
       EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Come meet all the friendly and dedicated staff at APCH  – Call today to arrange a tour: (323) 232-7653 ext 2237

WHEN IN DOUBT
CHOOSE LOVE

> > > continued from page 1  

“My home was a violent place.  The staff at APCH were role models for me 
– they still are.  I wanted to be that grownup that was helpful to everyone, who 
had a good job and made a difference.  I began to take extra classes and stay 
after to help, partially so I wouldn’t have to go home, but also because I had a 
new reason to excel.  I had hope.”  — Gisell

Gisell joined APCH at 8 years old.  She is now a college graduate and 
aspires to be a teacher or a counselor.  In summer 2013, she worked at APCH 
and was a role model for hundreds of youngsters on the path to a better life.

“One time I stole from a teacher– I was kicked out of school.  I was always 
mad and the only future I could see was joining a gang and making it as a 
criminal.  Now, at APCH, I have found a space for the part of me that wants to 
do art, that wants to accomplish my goals, that wants to be a man who says 
something and then does it. 

That’s what success would look like for me.”  — Omar

Omar was on the verge of being a gang statistic in South Central.  At APCH 
he is fighting the odds and making better decisions about his life and future.

Sadly, gun violence is still a present danger for every child in South Central, 
street gangs still prey on vulnerable youth, and the options for making a bet-
ter life are elusive.  As we begin our 21st year, we are as committed as ever.  
APCH serves 300+ young people every day, and we have a waiting list of 200 
more.  We are determined to continue growing our capacity, expanding our 
offerings, and deepening the impact of our programs on the lives of the young 
people and families we serve.  THANK YOU FOR YOUR LOYALTY AND SUPPORT!
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Our Art Studio keeps members in a perpetual state of 
creativity, making sculptures, building puppets, creating wood 
carvings, and designing and screen-printing!  In the Education 
Services Department, our members learn about geology, the 
food pyramid, and anatomy.  Our Dance Studio pumps out a 
steady beat of Latin, Hip-Hop, Jazz, & Pop tunes accompanied  
by stomping feet, clapping hands, and rhythmic moves all day 
long!  In our Music Studio, members play steel drums, djembe 
drums, guitar, and piano, and the APCH Band performs weekly, 
while the Athletics Department has kids in constant motion 
with soccer tournaments, basketball games, Parkour, and APCH 
Olympics training!  Peaches and strawberries from the Garden, 
smoothies from the Kitchen, bandaids from the nurse…  this is 
summer full speed!!! 

Truthfully, this newsletter is not big enough to contain all the stories 
of a summer at APCH.  With no public summer school in Los Angeles 
anymore, thousands of young people are left to their own devices, the 
streets, all-day TV and all kinds of ways to get into trouble.  At APCH 

we provide all-day safety, fun, education, challenge, extraordinary experiences and a summer 
that creates lifelong beautiful friendships and memories for hundreds of youngsters in South 
Central.  Here’s a peek at how we do it: More than 500 children attend over 37 days of summer 
fun for: Hundreds of classes; 82 field trips; 3 beach trips; 20,000 lunches and snacks.

“I love seeing the Members grow through their team effort, self development, and leadership in summer sailing   –APCH Volunteer
“I loved Horses in the Hood.  It was fun riding the horses.”   – APCH member, Sariya 

“Surf Camp is awesome –we play at the beach all day and get to ride the waves.  It’s great!”  – APCH member, Kayla

2013: ANOTHER 
MEMORABLE
SUMMER
AT APCH



DIRECTOR OF PROGRAMS
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LET THERE BE LIGHT!

Did you know that we have a steady waiting list of 200+ young people who we just 
don’t have the capacity to serve?  That’s why we keep growing and making improvements 
throughout our campus.  In 2013, thanks to the support of the Ahmanson Foundation and 
a number of private donors and guests at our 2012 Gala, we upgraded our restrooms 
and installed skylights throughout our main building– what a difference to have daylight 
streaming in!!! On the drawing board: adding new restrooms and converting our 
warehouse into a Teen Center and Performing Arts/Gallery Space.  There is so much 
more to come! Please be in touch if you would like to help us expand and improve 
even more!

Each day a group of students eagerly waits outside our Art Studio, just 
itching for the door to open so they can burst in and become superstar artists in 
search of new creative mediums and opportunities.  Last fall, we partnered for 
the third time with CreateFixate, to showcase our artwork at Lot 613 alongside 
works from professional artists.  Soon after, Omar Aquino’s t-shirt design was 
chosen for the inaugural 2013 New Year’s Race 5K Run.  This spring we offered 
a new teen fashion design class, where students learned pattern drafting, 
assembly and styling.  We visited the L.A. Fashion District to select supplies for 
our projects, and it all culminated with a fashion show!

One humungous opportunity this year was the chance to collaborate on a 
new mural with world famous street artist David Choe.  Sixteen APCH members 
from 8-18 years old contributed sketches and David showed them how to turn 
their creations into larger than life public art.  Using acrylic and spray-paint, 
the APCH/Choe team completed an amazing 40-foot long mural on one of our 
athletic field walls, where it will be enjoyed and appreciated for years to come.  

Daily inspired and emboldened, our students are growing more and more 
ambitious and creative in their endeavors.  Whether learning new printmaking 
techniques or how to create soft sculptures with scrap fabric, or making jewelry 
with the cool guys from Bead Relief, APCH artists are always on the lookout for 
new ways to activate their heARTS!

After close to four years of service as the Director 
of Programs at A Place Called Home, I join the APCH 
community in witnessing a blossoming of many efforts 
that were planted over the past few years, but seeded 
twenty years ago with the founding of this institution.  
First and foremost is the addition and retention of an 

extremely talented, committed, and energized group of program staff members 
who have consistently brought their excellence and loving skill to this community 
of youth.  Their efforts and generosity of spirit cannot be acknowledged enough.  
2013 marked our first annual Health and Garden Expo, with five hundred community 
participants in attendance and an abundance of clinics, presentations, entertainment, 
and exhibitors.  2013 also saw a dramatic increase in our parent participation, and 
our competitive sports leagues have grown to include full seasons in basketball, 
soccer, and flag football.  Our Education Services Department has initiated assess-
ments that allow us to more specifically assist our members in areas where they 
may be academically deficient, and our Bridge to the Future teen department has 
almost doubled its daily attendance and expanded teen centric classes, college tour 
opportunities, mentoring and leadership development.  In 2013 our APCH Shaheen 
Scholarship program hit a milestone with more than 80 students participating, and 
our Music Department had an abundance of performances, including a presentation 
at City Hall celebrating Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa’s farewell, with special guests, 
President Bill Clinton and Stevie Wonder.  

We still have many growth opportunities to fulfill, and with clear goals and a 
strategic focus, our twenty years of service to this community are the roots and and 
we are enthusiastically starting the next twenty.  Join us!  We need you!

 
Tarabu Betserai Kirkland, Director of Programs

APCH is all about the love, and we joyfully congratulate Bridge to the Future Manager 
Lucretia Taylor, and Associate Director of Community Initiatives Gilbert Radillo – both 
married in the summer of 2013 (not to each other), and Music Department Coordinator 
Charles Kim, who got engaged!  We’d also like to welcome all our recent new staffers, 
and our three fantastic VISTA volunteers: Nivia Alvarado, Sarah Kimbrough, and 
Patrick Duffy.  We’re fortunate to be able to attract such talented and dedicated staff 
and volunteers.  If you’re interested in working at APCH, please visit our website and 
click on EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES.  We are growing, so check back often!

APCH HOMEFRONT STAFF NEWS!

GOT HEART?



DIGITAL MEDIA – APCH IS
ON THE CUTTING EDGE

The Digital Media Department is having so much fun! Thanks to the strong support 
of Sony Pictures Entertainment over the past few years, we have built a great equipment 
inventory for digital filmmaking and photography and in 2013 we launched a Teen Digi-
tal Photography class, which filled up immediately.  Along with filmmaking and digital 
design, our computer lab is full all the time. 

Most of the students had never used a high quality digital camera before.  Every 
Tuesday for two hours, the teens learn an extra tidbit of technical and conceptual infor-
mation relating to photography and life – and then they take photos… of themselves, 
each other, the other kids, APCH, the garden, the neighborhood, etc.  In Spring 2013 
our teens curated their first Digital Photography Show!  As the Young Creatives for 
Create:Fixate, our Teen Digital Photography Class: Amanda, Angelica, Francisco, Jose, 
Melissa, Sesileia, Xelha and Yolanda were able to hang their photos alongside profes-
sional artists in a real gallery.  Five of the eight moved on to college in Fall 2013, so this 
was truly an experience to remember.

INDIVIDUALIZED
         IN-DEPTH CARE
 FOR OUR MEMBERS AND FAMILIES

In addition to our daily program opportunities, Counseling and Case Management 
are essential components of our service delivery in the South Central L.A. community.  
The APCH Davidow Counseling Center provides ongoing individualized counsel-
ing for members and their families, and our case manager connects them to vital 
resources within the community.

When a family has acute needs, our case manager may include them in our 
Adopt-a-Family program, which activates generous donors to provide aid for more 
than 100 impoverished families each year. APCH member families are supported 
with contributions of clothing, household furniture and appliances, toys and, very 
importantly, fresh food.  The program began several years ago with a focus on the 
winter holidays, but is now running year-round.  To become a donor, simply visit our 
website and click on GET INVOLVED and then ADOPT-A-FAMILY.  There is a form to 
complete and you can also send an email or call for assistance!  Of course, once you 
adopt a family at APCH, you become part of the APCH family!
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Every day our recording studio is filled to capacity with young people who have 
stories to tell… through music!  Together we take songs all the way from idea to 
finished product by composing, playing, singing, arranging, producing, recording 
and engineering.  In 2013 our Audio Recording and Music Production class is pro-
ducing a new original album with the eclectic artistic stylings and technical chops 
of a couple dozen APCH members, and guest partners such as Nick Bailey & Ryan 
Ogren from the awesome band Runner Runner, and the amazing Eric Bellinger who 
has written songs for Usher and Jennifer Hudson.  At APCH, music is written in the 
key of life (nod to Stevie!) and we are opening doors to college and music careers by 
teaching professional skills and work ethics.  On a regular basis we have world class 
artists, technical geniuses and the hottest producers in the house, and our young 
people are like sponges, soaking in the knowledge and the inspiration.  Amazing!  As 
always, thanks to our main man for his support, RedOne!!  To catch our vibe, check 
out our original CD’s at apch.org or on iTunes!

20 FACTS ABOUT
BRIDGE TO THE FUTURE:
 
1.  Our Teen Center daily welcomed an average of 60 APCH members aged 14-21, and 
worked to help them successfully transition into adulthood.
2.  GirlPower celebrated 15 young women who completed an 8-month rites of passage 
program that culminated with the GirlPower Awards Luncheon.
3.  14 male teens participated in Journey, a rites of passage program for boys who are 
becoming men.
4.  Our teens visited 17 colleges up and down the California coast.
5.  We launched L.I.F.E Mentoring, a program that pairs members with caring adults in the 
community for one full year of interaction and inspiration.
6.  SAT preparation courses were provided in the Fall and Spring, serving 40 students who 
are preparing to apply to college.
7.  We offered daily tutoring in Language Arts, Math and Science.
8.  We sent nearly 90 young people to college!
9.  We launched an Independent Living Skills class in the fall.
10.  35 teens received financial literacy education.
11.  20 teens received 30 hours of job readiness training.
12.  32 APCH members participated in our in-house paid internships.
13.  Two of our students traveled to Japan for the summer.
14.  Teen workshops included: Anti-Bullying, Drug Abuse Prevention, Sex Education, 
Personal Hygiene, Writing, and many more, all designed to help teens make positive 
choices in life
15.  We offered a weekly speakers’ series to expose members to different career paths.
16.  Members visited professional workplaces to learn firsthand about different career 
opportunities.
17.  We provided college preparation support, including selecting courses, applying to 
college, financial aid, and tutoring. 
18.  We launched a new teen boxing and esteem building program.
19.  More than 20 teen members participated in CAHSEE and GED preparation so they 
could successfully graduate from high school.
20.  Our teens participated in weekly community service projects.

AND THE BEAT GOES ON!!!

BRIDGE TO THE FUTURE 
DEVELOPS TEENS’ LIFE SKILLS    
  AND OFFERS ACCESS TO     
         A WORLD OUTSIDE
         SOUTH CENTRAL
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JOYFUL NOISE
AT APCH

While most middle and high schoolers may be sleeping in on Saturday mornings, 
our APCH Music students are rehearsing new music and prepping for complex perfor-
mances.  Among the many highlights in 2013, this year’s musicians can brag about 
playing on the same stage as Stevie Wonder and jamming with L.A.’s outgoing Mayor 
Villaraigosa during his historic farewell event at City Hall.  

The Music Department wishes seven seniors from our band well, as they head off 
to college, two of them to our partner, the great Berklee College of Music!  (And three 
more were able to attend Berklee’s 5-week summer program in Boston.) 

The Music Department continues to melodically burst at the seams in more ways 
than one.  Our talent pool is increasing, which increases our need for space and 
instruments (we are teaching 15 instruments now!).  We continue to upgrade our 
music and production technology and are teaching students cutting-edge computer 
music production applications and software.  Our fourth original CD will be released 
in Fall 2013 and can be purchased on our website and at iTunes – check it out! 

We are looking forward to another grand year of recitals, exciting community 
performances, and daily enriching experiences for our students.  A huge shout out to 
our amazing instructors who bring non-stop talent and commitment every day.  We 
also thank our generous program sponsors, volunteers and interns who provide the 
support to make sure we can deliver the best to our students. 

Come join us for an event or just stop by and hang out.  Feel free to jam if you like.  
The students would love to have you!  And, if you have a working instrument collect-
ing dust somewhere, please consider donating it to APCH so we can polish it up and 
bring it back to life!

MOVE YOUR BODY…
           OPEN YOUR MIND

The Dance Department at APCH takes pride in supporting its members by 
exposing them to opportunities they may not receive at just about any other youth 
center.  Whether it’s a field trip to see a college dance company or learning some 
of the world dance styles available here in Los Angeles, APCH Dance is a portal to 
a new world and for many it’s the beginning of a new creative life. 

In 2013, through the generosity of the Los Angeles Music Center, APCH danc-
ers participated in three different events with the nationally acclaimed Alvin 
Ailey Dance Theater.  The first event was Rocka Your Soul LA, held at Grand Ave. 
Park, where members learned choreography from the iconic dance masterpiece 
“Revelations” that has been performed on stages worldwide.  Next, was a live 
Ailey workshop in the dance studio at A Place Called Home, where 60 young danc-
ers participated in a modern dance class taught by legendary Ailey dancer, Renee 
Robinson.  The grand finale was a sold-out matinee at the Dorothy Chandler 
Pavilion where 20 APCH dancers witnessed the main company on stage – inspi-
rational!  As our dancers absorb all these influences, we are seeing the results in 
their moves and in the way they think about the whole, big world out there…

Not all of our dancers will become professional performers, but the skills, 
discipline and confidence they develop in our dance studio will be art of them for 
the rest of their lives.

Our Educational Services Department has been reconfigured and expanded this 
year, and now provides more than 20 offerings, including: 4 Homework Groups, 2 
Academic Focus Classes, 2 Math/Language Arts Focus Classes, 1 Computer-Based 
Homework & Special Projects Group, 5 One-on-One Tutors, 8 Friday classes, and home-
work assistance for up to 175 members during daily Drop-In Homework sessions.  The 
new structure has allowed us to meet our goal of maintaining class size at 20. 

Our new Homework Coordinator assists with computer-based homework and special 
school projects, a group that is always full!  Our new Language Arts Tutor assists 
with homework and personal statements for college applications and leads CAHSEE 
(California High School Exit Examination) prep classes.  On Fridays, members enjoy 
classes such as Poets, Forgotten History, Art of Creation (music and literacy), Agents of 
Discovery (study skills) and Around the World in 20 Days (geography). 

Our 1-year anniversary of administering MAP (Measures of Academic Progress) 
assessments has produced a Spring 2012 – Spring 2013 academic growth chart for a 
cross-section of our members, providing essential documentation to further fine tune 
our academic programs to support APCH members in their academic goals.  Thank you 
members, parents and staff for getting this done! 

As leaders in APCH’s Learning Community approach, our Ed. Services  
staff has participated in trainings for culturally relevant/responsive education, Visual 
Thinking Strategies, arts integrated learning, and Bilingual Education professional 
development, as well as trainings on classroom management, student engagement 
and parent communication.  Our staff is committed to extending APCH’s institutional 
knowledge and tool base with which to build a constructivist, learner-centered, 
collaborative, arts integrated curriculum to address areas of academic need for our 
members, as we prepare them to excel. 

Finally, our APCH Library will soon be visible online as we re-organize with our first 
web-based Library system.  Our culturally relevant Library continues to develop and 
will soon boast 20 sections for greater diversity and accessibility.  Got books?  If they 
are in good shape and appropriate for our 8-21 year-olds, we want them!

APCH = LEARNING HOW TO LEARN



Synthetic food colorings are used almost exclusively in foods of low nutritional 
value, such as hot cheetos, soda, cake icings, and candy.  Synthetic food coloring 
is a mixture of lab chemicals combined with petro-chemicals, and many contain 
cancer–causing substances. 

You can find these dyes in canned green beans, children’s cereals, ice cream, dairy 
products, and even produce, where they are used to create consumer “eye appeal.”

Although the FDA does not mandate warning labels for dyes, FDA memos have 
stated that “for certain susceptible children with ADHD and other behavioral 

problems the data suggest their condition may be exacerbated by substances in food, 
which includes food coloring dyes.”  Since there are no warning labels, it’s our job 
as parents and mentors to take precautionary steps to make sure our children stay 
healthy both mentally and physically.  Read the ingredients on all food before you 
purchase and stay away from sulfites, red dye #40, and yellow dye #5.  Eat healthy, 
fresh snacks and home cooked meals, and stay away from junk food!  Chef Jorge 
says… IT’S YOUR ONLY BODY, PLEASE TAKE GOOD CARE OF IT!

APCH GETS REAL
        ABOUT FOOD

With diet and health issues continuing as urgent issues in our neighborhood, our 
Garden to Table concept is committed to exposing APCH members to healthy choices 
via our organic garden and the 4,000+ made-from-scratch meals our APCH Casa 
Herbalife serves in an average month.  We are constantly examining the nutritional 
content of our recipes and developing innovative ways to keep our menus healthy and 
tasty for young people.  And we will be increasing our commitment to empowering 
children to enjoy making their own foods with a new Urban Garden Oasis program 
about to launch from the drawing board into the real world with several new classes 
to roll out over the next year. 

First, the APCH Edible Garden for elementary and middle school members will 
teach essential life skills and support academic learning through hands-on classes 
in the organic garden and kitchen classroom.  Students will learn firsthand how food 
choices affect their health, the environment and their communities, and will partici-
pate in growing, harvesting, and preparing nutritious, seasonal produce, sharing the 
fruits of their labor around a communal table. 

Second, our new Food Justice class for teens will be committed to dismantling 
racism and classism in the food system, and asserting all people’s right to access 
to healthy and culturally appropriate food, produced through ecologically sound and 
sustainable methods, locally and globally.

These and other components will start up in fall 2013, and evolve as our nutrition-
al staff, members, horticulturist, interns, and community partners focus on making 
the APCH Urban Garden Oasis a sustainable program that will last year after year. 

Chef Jorge and the kitchen staff are proud and happy that the kitchen is often 
referred to as “the heart of the APCH home.”  We are committed to the children’s 
nourishment and growth and will continue to nourish the joy of making and eating 
healthy food, starting with gardening and harvesting.  A’Sante – to your health!
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PLANTS AND CHILDREN 
GROW IN APCH GARDEN

My name is Carter Wallace, and I’m the new Garden Manager at APCH. I’m so 
excited to join the APCH community, and have loved getting to know so many members 
who really care about growing organic food and tending nature at APCH.  

The Garden is bursting with opportunities for learning, and of course tasting, too! 
The main feature right now is the massive passion fruit vine that seems to be overtak-
ing the world.  The vines are dripping with green fruit that will be ripe when it turns a 
deep purple.  We’ve let the vine grow unfettered because it’s a great demonstration of 
one of our favorite garden lessons: growing food is like printing your own money!  Those 
passion fruit would cost a pretty penny at your local store, but if you have the space 
and a little sun, you can grow your own!

Also in the garden, we have a TON of mint, strawberries, onions, towering sunflowers, 
and various herbs.  We have a few fruit trees (fig, mulberry, orange, peach, nectarine, 
apricot, and apple) that provided delicious bounty in the spring.  In particular, we had one 
very happy peach tree whose peaches were eagerly consumed by more than 100 children!  

APCH members are excited to taste fruits and veggies they’ve never encountered 
before, including artichokes, apricots, mulberries and cabbage.  Each week members 
go home with plants and seeds to start their own gardens, and we are looking forward 
to expanding our home garden and nutrition partnership in the coming months.

I’m a UC Cooperative Extension Master Gardener 
(translated, I’m here to help you grow food!), a radio show 
host on KPFK 90.7, and a co-founder of the Institute of 
Urban Ecology. You can find out more about great garden 
resources at www.instituteofurbanecology.org. Let’s keep 
planting seeds of positive growth in our community, and 
share in the joy of cultivating a better tomorrow!  

To get involved with the APCH Garden, write to 
volunteer@apch.org

CARE + EXERCISE + EDUCATION + FUN = HEALTH!
The APCH Athletics Department occupies the largest area of our South Central oasis.  

With dozens of members on the basketball court and athletic field every afternoon, there 
is never a dull moment.  Did you know that A Place Called Home hosts the South Central 
Sports League, including great organizations like All Peoples Community Center, Heart 
of Los Angeles, LAPD Newton Division/PAL, the Challengers Boys & Girls Club and a 
growing list of community partners?  Like everything at APCH, joining our sports league 
is ABSOLUTELY FREE, and includes Soccer, Basketball and Flag Football!  The cost to 
participants is a string work ethic and regular attendance on the part of the players AND 
the parents.

This year we added Field Hockey, Golf, and Volleyball to our activity roster, and the 
APCH Running Club represented in the JiveLive New Year’s Half Marathon and 5k Run.  

Soon to come: Olympic shot-put, track & field and rugby.
At APCH we provide nourishment for the mind, spirit and body, and physical fitness 

includes more than exercise.  Through nutrition and anatomy classes, our students are 
taking responsibility for their own bodies and health maintenance.  Through being part 
of a team, our members learn about partnership and leadership.  Consider 12-year old 
David—until he was chosen as a co-leader in our New Year’s Run, David had shown 
no interest in athletics.  Now he is an APCH Superstar and has become a fitness role 
model for his peers.

At APCH we provide members with a safe place to play, dedicated staff to watch 
over them, and quality equipment to enjoy.  Your support for our Athletics Department 
is welcome!

CHEF JORGE’S NUTRITION ALERT:
                      SYNTHETIC FOOD COLORS HARM CHILDREN
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COMMUNITY BUILDERS PLATINUM  
$100,000 + 
 California Community Foundation

 College Access Foundation of California
 Herbalife Family Foundation
 Religious of the Sacred Heart of Mary 

Howard and Stephanie Sherwood
 The 2010 Faith Charitable Trust
 The Annenberg Foundation

 The David and Linda Shaheen Foundation
 The Faith Family Trust
 U.S. Department of Justice

COMMUNITY BUILDERS GOLD
$50,000 - $99,999  
Community Redevelopment Agency
 of the City of Los Angeles

Fuserna Foundation
Michelle and Cyrus Hadidi
Joie Dutch, LLC.
Marion Brucker Legacy Trust

May and Stanley Smith Charitable Trust
Nancy and Bruce Newberg
Sumner M. Redstone Charitable Foundation
The Ahmanson Foundation

The Audrey Irmas Foundation for
  Social Justice
The ELMA Music Foundation
The Mark Hughes Foundation

The Sharon D. Lund Foundation
Warner Bros. Entertainment, Inc.

COMMUNITY BUILDERS SILVER
$25,000 - $49,999
2101 Foundation

Dwight Stuart Youth Fund
Sydney Holland
Beth and Kenneth Karmin

Kenneth T. and Eileen L. Norris Foundation
D.C. Rosenbloom
Joseph Sherwood

The Davidow Charitable Fund
The Green Foundation
The Stone Family Fund

Thomas and Dorothy Leavey Foundation
Toyota Financial Services

CAPACITY BUILDERS
$10,000 - $24,999
Anonymous Donors
Florence and Serge Azria
Bank of America Charitable Foundation
Bank of the West
Frank Baxter
Capital One Services, LLC
Mariah Carey
Carrie Estelle Doheny Foundation
Chipotle Mexican Grill
Credit Suisse Americas Foundation

Richard Foos
Namhee and Peter Gilhuly
Jonathan Glaser
Lukasz Gottwald
Herbalife
David Holmes
Insomniac, Inc.
Gail and Robert Israel
J.B & Emily Van Nuys Charities
Katie Jacobs
James A. Doolittle Foundation
Elaine and Lawrence Kramer

L.A. Lakers Youth Foundation
LA84
Lon V. Smith Foundation
Marc Shmuger and Louise Hamagami
Marinela/Bimbo Bakeries
mOcean
NBC Universal
New Heights Entertainment, LLC
Nickelodeon
Open Road Entertainment
Pincus Family Fund
RedOne Productions, LLC

Republic Records
Signature Estate & Investment Advisors
Jeffrey Sudikoff
Support the Cure
Dawn and Mitch Taubin
Teens In Action 
The Apatow-Mann Family Foundation
The Audrey & Sydney Irmas Charitable 
   Foundation
The Carol and James Collins Foundation
The Donald T. Sterling Charitable Foundation
The Edelstein Family Charitable Foundation

The Harold & Mimi Steinberg Charitable Trust
The Ryan and Genevieve Tedder Foundation
The Sherwood Foundation
The TJX Foundation, Inc.
The Whittier Trust Company
Todd R. Wagner Foundation
Trailer Park, Inc.
U.S. Bancorp Foundation
Marshall Wax 
Jan and Stephen Winston
MarilynZiering

TRUE BELIEVERS
$2,500 - $4,999
Gemina Aboitiz
AT&T 
United Way Employee
 Giving Campaign
Rich Battista
Burton Family 

   Foundation
Carl E. Kessler Family 
 Foundation
CBIZ MHM LLC
Chartis
City of Los Angeles
Matthew Cooper
Del Shaw Moonves 
   Tanaka Finkelstein

    & Lezcano
Disney ABC Television
 Group
Deni Doyen
Robert and Robin 
   Eatman
Daniel Eisenberg
Susan Feldman
Foley & Lardner LLP

Fremantle Media
Philip Galfond
Gregory Gelfan
Vicki Gold
Gordon and Associates
Jennifer Guillette
Hopeless Records
   Sub City
Janet Jackson

John & Hilda Arnold
 Foundation Inc.
Leslie Joseph
KMD Productions
Patti McTeague
Alan Melina
Morgan Stanley
 Employee Giving
Craig Murray

One Kings Lane Inc.
Phase Too, Inc
Reign-Deer
   Entertainment
Rocketpop
 Management LLC
Rotary Club of
 Los Angeles
Lisa Scott-Benson

Sempra Energy
 Foundation
Gloria and Lawrence
 Spungin
Squid & Squash
 Foundation
Starbucks Community
 Service Program
Strauss Foundation 

   Trust
Symphonic Love
Paul Telegdy
The Ella Fitzgerald
   Charitable
   Foundation
The Gold Company
The Morton Family
 Charitable Fund

The Walt Disney 
   Company Foundation
Robert Turner
Kay Unger
University of Southern
   California
Wells Fargo The Private 
 Bank
Andre Young

Maryellen Zarakas
Ira Ziering
Michael Ziering

INVESTORS
$1,000 - $2,499
Adam McKay and
 Shira Piven
AEG Live
 LLC - Goldenvoice
Victor Allen
Diane Anderson
Danny and
 Diane Anderson
Paul Apel
Barbara Arnold
Doug and Dalia 
   Atchison
Ilyssa and Eric Banhazl
Sloan Barnett
Anne Barnett
Jack Bernstein
Bessemer Trust

D’Shaun Booker
Michael Bostick
Susan and Barry Burk
Capitol Records Group
Debbie Cerrito
Chris Chen
Sandra Cherniss
Rebekah Cherniss
Kate Christensen
David Clark
Thomas Clark
Claude D. Jolly 
 Missionary Circle
Clear Channel
Craig Realty Group
Citadel, LLC
Create Advertising
 Group, LLC
Crush Management

Robert Davidow
Pam Dawber
Teresa DeRogatis
Susan Dietz
Ali Din
Disney Worldwide
 Services, Inc.
Keith Dolabson
Juan Dominguez
Simi Dube
Emily Faith Collection
Moise and Carol 
   Emquies
Scott Evans
Morley and Margarete 
   Feinstein
Peter Fetterman
Robert Fresco
 Frieda C. Fox

 Family Foundation
Sean Gannon
Goldman Sachs
Betty Graham
Arrel Gray
Helen Greene
Michael Greenfeld
Judy Greenfeld
Greystone Foundation
Loa Griffith
Allan Grigg
Harold and Stephanie
 Bronson Fund
Jose Herrera
William Heyman
Holland & Knight
Christopher Hoyle
Lee Hutter
ICM Partners

Freya and Mark Ivever
Michelle Jackino
Jacqueline B., Inc.
Jeffrey A. Dritley and
 Sandra Naftzger
Naftali Kalfa
Kayne Foundation
Deborah Klar
Benn and Linda Konner
Hans Kopal
Jean Krakower
Norman Lapin
Pamela Levy
Nancy Stark and
   Stanley Lezman
Lionsgate
   Entertainment
   Company
Albert Litewka

William Loper
Delphine Mann
Iris Marden
Gary Marshank
Brett Mayer
Kimberly McDonald
Celeste and Tom 
   McLain
Kelly Meyer
Milken Family 
   Foundation
Joseph Miller
Robert and Ruth Mirvis
Robert Moeck
Montage Beverly Hills
Nathan, McDowell &
 Rose Inc.
Jason Needleman
Tim Nett

Bob Newlon
Office Depot 
   Foundation
Sharon Osbourne
Barbara Overland
Pac Sun
Barclay and Susan 
   Perry
Louis Pitt
ProAmerica Bank
Public Welfare 
   Foundation
PulsePoint Group LLC
Vincent Quigg
Jay Reinfeld
Jessica Rich
Jeff and Denise 
   Robertson
Keith Rohman

Irene Rokaw-Reese
Steven  Romick
Rosen Family 
   Foundation
Roy E. Crummer
 Foundation
Karen and David Sachs
David Sameth
Self-Realization
 Fellowship Church
Dana Settle
Thomas Sherak
Lawrence Sherwood
Jody and Scott Siegler
Jody and Scott Siegler
Russell Simmons
Andy Singer
Skyline Imports LLC
Gail & Smitty Smith

Andrea and
 Glenn Sonnenberg
Southern California 
   Gas Company
Hallie Stafford
Beth Styne
Target Corporation
The 1111 Foundation
Cohen Foundation
The Refinery
Thing 123 Foundation
Tomy Advertising, Inc.
Treasured Accessory
Cynthia and Richard 
   Troop
Truist
U. S. Bank
Jonathan Victor
Vlado Footwear

Barton Wald
Robert Wass
Howard Weg
Nicholas Weiss
Wells Fargo Community
 Support Campaign
Whistling Bird Music
Cheryl Wright
Jonathan Yaraghi
Brandon York
Marie Zarakas
Harriet Zaretsky

SPONSORS
$500 - $999
10 Eleven
Raul Aguilar
Stephanie Allen
Hal Apple
Azzi Group
Bank of America 
   United Way 
   Campaign
Bead Relief
Alex Becerra
Bel Air Investment
 Advisors, LLC
Belina
Don and Carolyn 
   Berger
Ed Berman
Bob Berry

Joni Berry
Bob Bishop
William Blanchard
Jeremy Bliss
BLT Communications
Carol Bonnie
Ward Bukofsky
Joan Burns
Vanessa Butler
Cheryl Calhoun
Tom Caravella
Joseph Casey
Rayming Chang
Richard Charkham
Patricia Connor
Al Crawford
Creative Asylum
Therese Curtin
Design 10301 LLC
Doberman Group

Ehrlich Architects
Suzy and Richard Eisen
Patti Eisenberg
Mary and GC Ellis
Sharon Elster
Gayle Ezralow
Frances Flanagan
Jim Fredrick
Susan Friedman
Edwin Friendly
Jim Gallagher
Judi and Arthur Gelb
Shelly and Ron Gillyard
Daniel Glass
Global Amici
Scott Goldman
Cambria Gordon
Maxine Greenspan
Jay Griffith
Gabrielle Grootegoed

Adelle Gross
Gursey | Schneider LLP
James Hale
Brandy Hannah
Heal the Bay
Russell Hicks
Jonathan Hodge
Carol and Clive 
   Hoffman
Regina and Toni 
   Immarco
John Irwin
Sandra Irwin
Emrick Irwin
Pamela Jobe
Michael Johnson
Jamie Kantrowitz
Howard Karabel
Steven Karic
Stephanie and 

   Melvin Kay
Brad Kesden
Kiki Bean
Vicki and Don Kipper
Kivett Productions
Klee Tuchin 
   Bogdanoff &
   Stern LLP
David Knapp
Lynne Koplin
Jennifer Koster
Eve Kurtin
Gloria Lamont
Lapolt Law P. C.
Barbara Lazaroff
Jennifer Lazarus
Holly Leff-Pressman
Bruce Levenstein
Jennifer Lichtman
Los Angeles

   Pan-Hellenic Council
Angela Mathes
Jill Matson
Linda May
Brent May
Dan McDonald
Ayra Momeni
J. Brandon Morris
Native Foods
New Year’s Race
Peter Nichols
Northrop Grumman
 Corporation
Tori Nourafchan
Aaron Paley
Raul Pallares
Michael Penfold
Picture Head LLC
Robert and
 Rachael Platt

Patrick Purcell
Rivka Rauh
William Ray
Laura Rister
Michael and Kimberly 
   Rivers
Lisa Riznikove
Roadrunner Promotion
Terri Rock
Roll Giving
Zhiyan Rozh
Judy Rubin
Tony Rubin
Cynthia Ruby
Loren Ruch
Jane Samson
Elizabeth Sayre
Charles Scherer
Mark Schissel
Donna Schlessel

John Schulian
Dan Schum
Thomas Schwartz
Screen Engine
Karl and Katrina Seitz
Nina Shaw
Beverly Sheldon
Shelley’s Fashion Inc.
Mary Shields
Lynne Silbert
Stephen Smith
Andy Spahn
Rand and Rosemary 
 Sperry
Carrie Stein
Randi Steinberger
Kenny Stevens
Emily Stoffle Lynch 
Karen  Sulzberger
Susan Ricker and

William Zarakas
Parvez Taj
Hamed Tavajohi
the Audience
The Combs Family
The Lippin Group
The Vollmer Family
 Foundation
The Walt Disney
 Company
Time Warner Cable
Time Warner Employee 
 Grant Programs
Trevor and Alexis 
   Traina
Tufts University
United Way California 
 Capital Region
Julie Uribe
Imer Vigil

Viva Mart
Haralabos Voulgaris
Roger Wacker
Robert Waldorf
Jorg Wallrabe
Mark Wapnick
Marta Ward
Matt Weaver
Eva and Henry
   Weingarten
West Coast Chief
 Repair, Inc.
Sanford Wilk
Sara Williams
Rowena Yeung
Graham Yost
Adele Zales

DEDICATED
SUPPORTERS
$5,000 - $9,999
A. and C. Horn Trust
Bank of America
Jonathan Brooks
Elizabeth Casey 
   Burgess

Carl E. Wynn 
   Foundation
Cartoon Network
Charles Chavez
City National Bank
Department of Cultural
 Affairs
John and Ann Doerr
Employees Community

 Fund of Boeing
 California
Fallout Boy
Finish Line Youth
 Foundation
Fox Group
Barbara Glazer
Tanya Harvas
Ignition Creative/

 Ignition Print
Interscope/Geffen/A&M
Island Def Jam
J.B. Berland 
   Foundation
Kaiser Permanente
Jason Kaplan
John Karubian
KLAC

Ashok and Urmila 
   Kumar
Benjamin “Benny 
   Blanco” Levin
Johnny and Lisa Lopez
Morgan Stanley Smith
    Barney
Morton Capital
    Management

Motive Creative
Nutritional Research

Foundation
Melissa Palazzo
Peer Music Publishing
Julie Pilat
Lisa and John Pritzker 
Red Bull Records
Mark Ridley-Thomas

Arlene and Jerry Rosin
Ruth/Allen Ziegler
 Foundation
Charlene Sperber
The Capital Group
   Companies 
   Charitable
 Foundation
The Cooper Family

 Foundation, Inc.
The Harry and Barbara
 Goldman Foundation
The Samuel Goldwyn
 Foundation
The TJX Companies, Inc
Robert Thompson
Susan Tick
Transamerica Life

 Insurance Company
United Healthcare
Vibe Creative Inc.
Warner Music Group 
 Services
Wild Card
Wolfiskin LLC
Workshop Creative, LLC
Jonathan Zeichner

Amy Ziering

THANK YOU TO ALL OUR DONORS FROM THE PAST YEAR,
WE COULDN’T DO IT WITHOUT YOU!

OUR DEEPEST APPRECIATION GOES OUT TO THE DEDICATED INDIVIDUALS ON THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF A PLACE CALLED HOME, WHO TOGETHER GIVE AND RAISE MORE THAN A MILLION DOLLARS EACH YEAR
Barbara Arnold 
Doug Atchison 
Robyn M. Browning
Debbie Cerrito

Sister Patricia Connor, RSHM
Barbara Glazer 
Jill Goldman
Louise Hamagami

Cyrus Hadidi 
Jonathan Hodge
Robert Israel
Alan Melina

Melissa Palazzo 
Julie Pilat
Howard Sherwood
Stephanie Sherwood

Dawn Taubin 
Hamed Tavajohi 
Marshall Wax
Maryellen Zarakas

FORWARD 
THINKERS
$250 - $499
Accessor Eyes
Michael Aguirre
Jeff Alperin
Ann Soh Woods and 
   Mel Woods
Alisa Applegate
Ayco Charitable 
   Foundation
Lauren Bahar
Andrea Ballas
Ryan Basford
Michael Bateman
Be The  Change, Inc

Tarabu Betserai   
   Kirkland
Amrita Bindra
Greg Black
Amy Blackman
Borrowed Bling
Ronald Boutelle
Priscilla Brehm
Gregory Brody
Robyn Browning
Buddha Jones, LLC
James Burrows
Flaven Butler
Charles Cale
Delores Casey
Rosemary Clubb
Coalition for

   Responsible
   Community 
   Development
Lisa and Jeff Cohen
Joanne and Jim Cohen
Marjorie Cohn
Michael Collins
Joseph Contreras
Marsha Converse
Scott Culbertson
Barbara Delury
Wayne Drake
Nancy Edwards
Craig Erwich
Richard Feldman
Susan Finesman
Ellina Freer

Gibson International
   Charitable Fund
Robert Gilhuly
Kelly Gilmore
Alan Gindi
Allan Golad
Marilyn and Allen
   Golden
Vernon Goldschmid
Jeremy Goldstein
Howard Gordon
Dorian Graham
Norin Grancell
Marsha Grant
Laurie Groh
Roshone Harmon
Katherine Harnick

Charyn Harris
Michele and 
   Schuyler Havens
Ryan Hegenberger
Andrea Hein
Paul Hi Hzausen
Loren Hill
Elliot and Sofia  
   Horowitz
Peter Huffaker
Eileen Ige-Wong
Ann Irmas
Robert Irmas
Erika Jackson
Judith Jonas
JP Morgan Chase & Co.
Joel Kantor

Renee Karalian
Masao Kodani
Barbara Kordek
Gary Krausz
Judy Kravitz
Barbara Lackman
Mark LaFontant
Barbara Leidenfrost
Drew Lerner
Gary Lichtig
Oren Lieber
Stacy Lifton
Ed Lin
Dawn Liruew
Los Angeles
   Neighborhood 
   Land Trust

Elaine Malouf
Sal Maniaci
Roberta Marshall
Ellsbeth McGowan
Mehta & Mann
Nancy Meyer
Jeffrey Mirvis
Menoua Mirzakhanyan
Nancy Myers
National Philanthropic
   Trust
Erin Natter
Neighbor to
   Neighbor, Inc
Ortho Mattress, Inc.
Cheryl Paller
Kathleen Philips

Loren Plotkin
Steve Pollard
Gilbert Radillo
Sandra Rapke
Ron Rapoport
Rayna Lesser 
   Hannaway and 
   Kevin Hannaway
Kevin Rhein
Carla Roberts
Darren Rose
Safeco Insurance
Sally Sazegar and
   Omid Sakhai
Derrick Sawyer
Michael Schenkman
Lucinda Schiff

David and Linda
   Shaheen
Reva Shakkottai
John Shane
Colette Shelton
Stuart Shikiar
Sidley Austin LLP
Luke Silver-Greenberg
Jocelyn Silverman
Jay Simmons
Brian Sirgutz
Lisa Smith
Ben Snyder
Margaret Spalenka
Gary Spangler
Charles Stewart
Linda Stone

Jane Strouse
Lila Tavakoli
Jamie Taylor
Hillary Thomas
Time Inc., Time To
   Give Back Campaign
William Tully
Margaret Venneri
Robert Wade
Walsh Charitable Fund
Bunny Wasser
Rachel Weber Ortiz
Geoffrey Wharton
Minda Wilson
Karen and Rick Wolfen
Brenda Zamayoa
Judith Zaylor



9

SEED PLANTERS
$100 - $249
Yamina Abea
Aileen Ablaza
Lana Abruscato
Steve Ades
Nicholai Adler
Sydell Albert
Nadene Alexander
Amy Atchison and
   Michael Behrens
Charisse Anderson
Elan Atias
Samik
   Avanessians
Evelyn Avila
Venetia Ayers
Maria Emma 
   Baeza
Hend Baghdady
Tony Banuelos
Judith Barlow
Deborah Barnet
Christine Barrett
Benjamin Barron
Patte Barry
Chad Bates
Cam Baxter
Nicoletta Bella
Andrew and Carol 
   Belth
Jay Berg
Phyllis Berger
Ellen Bergeron
Michael Bergin
Paula Bergstein
Roberta Berrent
Jeff Berson

Gina Bianchini
Tarek Bishere
James Blakeman
Jim Blechman
Barbara Bottner
Judy Bouley
Mike Bowen
Barbara Brady
Pam Brendlinger
Debbie Brown
Ashley Browne
Meme Bullard
Carol Burke
Joan Burke
Adele Burke
Susan Burns
Marilyn Cahn
Margot Calabrese
Richard Caloca
Sabas Carrillo
Jonathan Carson
Jennifer Caspar
Marcelino Castillo
Andres Castro
Lisa Cerone
Nancy 
   Chakravarty
Fandra Chang
Christine 
   Chiappetta
Chicago White Sox
   Charities
Monica Chinlund
Stephen Chinlund
Jerome
   Christensen
George Cisneros
Clammer 

   2007 Joint
   Revocable Trust
Christine Clark
Ellen Cockrill
Laurence Cohen
Shari Cohen 
   Kairey
Douglas Cohn
Cheo Coker
Luis Colina
Dvorah Colker
Lucille Collins
Lulu Collins
Glen Collyer
Dena Cook
William Corbett
Mary Craig
Tina Crowe
Colleen Curlin
Dorothy Curtis
Valerie Dambold
Veronica Davidson
Jill Davol
Jill Degan
Josh D’Elia
Emily Deu
Lou Diamond 
   Phillips
Patrick Dowling
Aimee Drolet 
Rossi James and 
   Fran Drucker
Joan Duffy
Rachel Dunham
Sarah Duru
Michael Earnhardt
Cory Edwards
William Eggers

Harriet Eilber
El Sonido Callejero
eLigation
Jeff Ellingson
Jane Evans
Polina Faith
Robert Feld
Dave Feldman
Barbara Ferrer
Leah Finity
Lucy Fisher
Marianne Fisher
Mimi Fong
Laurie Fox
Roger Fox
Jay Frailich
Linda Frank
April Freitag
Tim Friedman
Gail Frigo
David Gales
Laurie Galfond
Julie Gallo
Mark Gander
Laura Garbato
Janette Garcia
Jeremy Geffen
Craig Gerber
Vanessa Getty
Cristine Gillespie
Lori Golden
Jeffrey Goldman
Ellen Goldsmith-
   Vein
Nancy Goliger
Pamela Golum
David Gooding
Thyonne Gordon

Benjamin Gordon
Jon Gottlieb
Lauren Goulston
Brenda Grant
Katharine Gray
Francine Gray
Adrienne Green
Greenhaus 
   GFX, Inc
Cathy Greenly
Gary Grossman
Allen Grossman
Angelina Guerra
Joe Guzik
Melinda Haesche
Gina
   Halkias-Seugling
Elaine Hall
Thadine Haner
David Hanpeter
Christine Hansen
Joan Harker
Laura Hartman
Matthew Haven
Devin Hawker
Sharon Hearn
Eric Hedman
Fernando 
   Hernandez
Jesse Hill
Jonathan Hodge
Larry Honigman
Carol Hook
Martin Hovespian
Margaret Howe
Hoyt Family
   Foundation
Bunny Hull

Momoko 
   Iko-McCloden
Margaret Irwin
Anne Irwin
Emily Irwin
Neal Israel
Jeanine 
   Jagodowicz
Daron James
Warner Jansen
Jason and Crystal 
   Brown
Andrew Jeffries
Jesse Casso Jr and 
   Cheryl Marino
Carolyn Johnson
Natalie Jones
Bryan Jordan
Michael Kaiser
Susan Kakesako
Emily Kalt
Mike Kaminsky
Jacob Kaplan
Dena Kaplan
Lorin Karic
Trish Karlin
Jon Kaswick
Rose and Doron
   Kauper
Monica Kelly
Leah King
Steven Kirchner
Wendy Kirshner
Wendy Klein
Damon Knight
Kojak
William Kolodny
Howard Kornberg

Kroger
Ben Kudon
Eliza Lamb
Jacqueline Landry
Rick Lashbrook
Margot and James  
   Latham
Lease Direct
Leslie Dixon 
   and Tom 
   Ropelewski
Carole Levine
Robin Levine
Emily Lewis
Deborah Liebling
Tepei Liu
Tom Luer
Daniel Lurie
Barbara Mack
Thomas Maffei
Betsy Mangan
K. Bergin
   Mankiewicz
Edgardo Marquez
Jeffrey Marsh
Arlene Martin
Scott Martin
Chuey Martinez
Jon Maruya
Amy Masor
Mattel Children’s 
   Foundation
   Matching Gifts 
   Program
Christopher May
Ed McCardell
Todd McCarty
Muriel McClendon

Heather McClure
Selena McCurdy
Jack McGregor
Maureen-Therese
   McGroddy
Michael and 
   Franchon 
   McIntyre
Frank McKernan
Evan McNamara
Myron Meisel
Robert Meth
Martin Meunier
Tara Meyer
Charles Meyer
Mary-Elizabeth
   Michaels
Katrina Miller
Susan Miller
Joseph and Susan 
   Miller
Bradley Miller
Sheri Mobley
Patricia Mock
Gary Moeller
Melissa Mondello
Annmarie Morais
Ellen Morehead
Janet Murillo
Tamara Muzac
Mel Nachman
William Navarre
Chris Nee
Sabrina Nwadike
Occidental College
Daryl Offer
Brad Ong
Mary Oreman

Patsy and Arnold
   Palmer Foundation
Rhonda Payne
Paypal Giving Fund
Stephen Perlof
David Perren
Laura Peterson
Jerry Phillips
Kay Pick
Jennifer Pimentel
Manuel Pimentel
Meghan and Jason
  Pinchuk
Donna Pincus-Meyers
Michael Plen
Points of Light
   Foundation
Pamela and Robert
   Powell
Linda Powersr
Piyush Prakash
Monique Proctor
Marlene Putterman
Sylvie Rabineau
Charlotte Rae
Lise Ransdell
Marguerite Ray
Sisanie Reategui
John Redmond
Candace Rejayan
James Reynolds
Alexandra Reza
Deena Robertson
Michelle Romo
Jackie and Bob
   Rosenberg
Felicia Rosenfeld
Elaine and Steven

   Rosenfield
Paula Rosenthal
Eric and Natalie 
   Rosin
Tara Rossi
Wendy Ruby
Belen Sanchez
Liddane Sanders
Melissa Sandoval
Jeff Sarti
Christy Sawick
Amy Schemper
Macie Sears 
   Scherick
Larry Schnaid
Judy Schroffer
Lisa Shapiro
James Sheridan
Susan Sherman
Jacqueline Shu
Leslie Siebert
John Silbert
Stefanie Simon
Joel Simonds
Kelly Sloan
Marshall Smith
Richard Smith
Alan Smith
Carla Smith
Mary Soderberg
Annette 
   Soodhalter
Lori Soroko
Howard Soroko
Ruth and John 
   Souza
Allison Speer
Margo Spiritus

Linda Stagner
Andrea Stanford
Andrew & Kristin
   Stanley
Pamela Staton
Roxanne Steinberg
Adam Stern
David Stern
Pamela Stitt, MD
Holly Stocking
Christina Stotz
Cole Stratton
Lauren Strogoff
Reginald Sully II
Gabriela Sun
Elaine Sunoo
Lacey Taubin
Tim Curtis and 
   Shandon 
   Youngclaus
Vincent Tipaldo
Eric Tobin
Toronto Blue Jays
Grant Toups
Lindsay Towle
David 
   Trachtenberg
Claudia Trejo Rose
Stan and Linda
   Trilling
Marshall Tuck
Steve Vai
Aimie Vaughan
Barbara Venden
Rita Vennari 
   Studstill
Susan Vinci
Vintage Jules

Susie Vizvary
Lynn Wagmeister
Stuart Wagner
Amanda Walk
Cecil Walker
Carol Walters
Jennifer 
   Washington
Gary and Maureen
   Wasserman
Greer Wasson
Les Watkins
Nancy Watson
Timothy Watters
Joel Wayne
Carolyn Weigandt
Peter Weinberger
Tracy Weintraub
Barbara Weisbrod
Nora Wendel
Lynne Wertheimer
Michael Williams
Cathryn Wilson
Richard Winnie
Marci Wiseman
Andre Wiseman
Bruce Wiseman
Allison Wright
Barry Ziewl
Jim and Maddy 
   Zimring
Leslie Zinberg
Lorre Zuckerman

GRASS ROOTS
Up to $99
Mark and Lieneyda 
   Abinante
Nancy Abrams
Judith Abrams
Kristine Acosta
Danielle Adams
Sandra Afloarei
Lorin Aird
Katrina Alexy
Allstate The Giving 
   Campaign
Clara Alonzo
Michael Alvarez
Amgen
   Foundation, Inc.
Joel Anderson
Peter Anno
Traci Arriola
Matt Asman
Nasri Atweh
Barbara Avery
Judith Bakenhus
Kasey Baker 
   Vermulm
Sunny Banihashemi
Karoline Barker
Paul Barr
Jerome Basallo
Natalia Beardslee
Angela Behm
Shantal Ben-Aderet
Mary Bernier
Melanie Bettis
Rebecca Black
Sara Blum
Paul Boonchit
Lois Bostwick
Soren Bowie
Edward Boyd
Craig Boyer
Guy Branum
Jamie Breeden
Tom Brenneis
Lynnzi Brianza

Bristol-Myers Squibb 
   Foundation
Nita Brochu
Deborah Bronner
Charles Brooks
Jennifer Brossoit
Elizabeth Brown
Emma Brownell
Jeri Brushwiller
Dagmar Buck
Rebecca
   Buckleystein
Holly Buczek
Marvin Burns
Donna Burrall
Gabrielle Burton
Grace Busby
Janet Caliri
Thomas Callahan
Dennis Camberos
Marcy Cameron
Marc Campbell
W. Garrett Capune
Cardraising
Maureen Carruthers
Andres Castillo
Sarah Chandler
Brian Charest
Mandy Cheng
Jacquelyn Cheshire
Janet Chesne
Jason Christian
John Cioffi
Courtland Cleaves
Gregg Coccari
Kevin Coe
Rachel Cole
Buckley Collum
Maria Colorge
Marilyn Convey
Mark Copeland
Diana Coventry
Ellen Crabaugh
Richard Craft
Allison Crandall
Caroline Creaghead

Natasha Crescenzi
Shaun Crosner
Katie Croxton
Marc Jeremy Cruz
Theresa 
   Cunningham
Aldo Cupo
Eftihia Danellis
Eric Danenberg
Christina Danley
Mike Dasalla
Jon Davis
Karen Davis
Jo Ann Dawson
Adrian Dean
Dave Deguia
William Dellefield
Cris Derendorf
Aadip Desai
John Diaz
Diane Dicarlo
Louise Dilullo
Sandra Disner
Kim Doll
Danielle Dormer
Sarah Drew
Collin Drobnis
Charles Drum
Christina Dudka
Randolph Dugan
Jillian Dunn
Andrew Dupre
Ben Dwoskin
Mary Echols
Elias Economou
Robin Eggertsen
Brody Eldridge
Meredith Ellis
Trisha Ellison
Arlene Epstein
Erika Flynn and 
   Zachary Leener
Tanika Evans
J. S. Fauquet
Catherine Fede
Sharon Feder

Maria Feeney
Janice Feinstein
Johnny Feisty
Michael Feldman
Mark Fienberg
Barrie Finger
Frances Fisher
Colton Fisher
Derek Fitzgerald
Vikki and 
   Frank Flam
Jamie Flam
Christina Flaxel
Richard Fleg
Kharen May Flores
Pola Florez
Suzi Flynn
Darlene Fountaine
Rachel Fox
Carole Frahm
Frederick Frazier
Monica Frederick
Jennifer Freeman
Janice Freeman
Simona Friede
Elaine Friedman
Alyssa Fritz
Den Ga
Steven Gabel
Susan Gallardo
Kay Gallin
Andrew Gallsry
Scott Ganz
Andres Garcia
Dani Garcia
Lee Garlington
Ina Gartenberg
Ed Gauci
Neal Genda
Hillary Getsey
Melissa Giles
Tom Gilsenan
Tara Gilts
Beth Gindy
Zena Ginsberg
Deanna Gomez

Maricela Gonzalez
Mary Good
Jacqeline Anne 
   Goodheart
R.L. Goudeau
Shannon Gould
Angela Grahovac
Elisabeth Grant
Adrian Grant
Nancy Green
Daniel Green
Barry Greenberg
David Greenman
Sharon Greenthal
Sue Ann and Arnold
   Grosberg
Diane Gross
Claudia Guillen
Mika Guillory
Rocio Guzman
Rachel Hadaway
Christopher Hale
Elizabeth Hall
Nancy Halpern 
   Ibrahim
Grace Hamilton
Matthew Handley
Michele Haney-
   Fogerson
William Hanna
Kenneth Harrison
Holly Hartman
Judy Hawkins
Maxine Haytin
Omar Hernandez
Felix Ignacio 
   Hernandez
Pablo Hernandez
Corissa Hernandez
Ilene Hernandez
Brandy Herrin
Laura Hess
Jess Higa
Toenatzine Higgins
Karen Hightower
Meredith Hines

Connie Hoffman-
   Brown
Lisa Hollifield
Molly Holm
Kim Holmes
Katie Hooten
Dena and Michael
   Horowitz
Bradford Hulcher
Richard Huppertz
Alex  Igualate
Keith Ikemoto
Nancy Inesta
Kristie Jacob
Richard Jaffa
Franklin Jefferson
Carl Johnson
Genette Jones
Juan Juan Escobedo
Cecily Kahn
Elizabeth Kalodner
Chul Kang
Gretchen Kaufman
Ken Light
   Photography
Maureen Kenny
Marine Kilinian
Rebecca Kim
Audrey Kim
Linda Knight
Sheri Koga
Paul Koistinen
Drew Koshgarian
KPMG Community 
   Giving Campaign
Joan Kraus
Rob Kravitz
Minica Kumar
Daniel la Spata
Elizabeth Laime
Suzanne Lanza
Duane Larkey
Margarette Lathan
Melissa Lau
Michelle LeBrun
Carol Lee

Erin Lee
Sherri Lee-Lewis
Elizabeth 
   Leffingwell
Joanne LeMay
Lynn Levine
Stanley Levy
Lynda Levy
Danielle 
   Lewandowski
Scott Lewis
Ernest Lightner
Weldena Lightner
Nancy Lilienthal
Kathryn Linehan
Suzanne Lloyd
Local Indepedent 
   Charities 
   of America
Mollie Loftis
Erica Logan
Adan Lopez
Debra and 
   David Luner
Daria Lynn
Rebecca Mackenzie
Bianca Magdeleno
Erika Maldonado
Joshua Mancuso
Steven and 
   Janice Mann
Kimberly Marlow
Juan Carlos 
   Marquez
Roxanne Marquez
John Marte
Elodia Martinez
Gesette Mason
Lisa Masters
Kevin Mathers
Kylene Matthes
Robin May
Deborah McCargo
Aley McCaskill
Ann McIntosh
Paula McKinnon

Sandra McNeil
Christina Medina
Kent Melendez
Marlon Mendoza
Sierra Mercer
Earlene Meredith
Virginia Mersch
Judith Messinger
Mary Metzner
Heather Miller
Roy Minayoshi
Michelle Miracle
Sean Monahan
John Mooney
Priscilla Morales
Tamara Morrissey
Heidi Mowrey
Beverly Myers
Ali Myers
George Nakashima
Cindy Nau
Windy Navarro
M. Alexis Navarro
Robert Nayoan
Brian Necessary
Kristi Nelson
Kylliki Neuman
Donald Newman
Charlie Newmark
Jan Newton
Nora Nicosia
Guan Ning Lin
Lisa Noland
Reggie Nuddell
Elizabeth Ondaatje
Yolanda Orozco
Melinda Ortiz
William O’Sullivan
Kristine Pacifico 
   Kameya
Joseph Papa
Erin Parker
Jeffrey Parker
Edward Parker
Sapna Patel
Nancy Paulikas

Emily Payne
Giovanni Paz
Francisco Perez
Jenny Perez
Julie Pergrem
Michael Perkins
Andy Peters
Hazel Phillips
Kwame Phillips
Michael Phirman
Dominic Pietrangelo
Jeremy Prince Ochoa
Progressive Casuality 
   Insurance 
   Company
Joseph Pucciarella
Racer’s Edge Karting
Micah Rafferty
Lezli Ragland
Julie Ramsey
Kelly Randall
Patricia Raun
Marisol Razo
Robert Reese
Matthew Reid
Kenneth Reinhard
Josette Reo
Susan Requa
Sam Resnick
Sophia Reyes
Hannah Rhodes
Shari Richart
Jordan and Sandra
   Richman
Rob Roan
Daniel Roberts
Debra Robinson
Mike Rock
Ana Rodriguez
Judith Romanik
Natalie Romanoff
Susan Rosen
Amanda Rosenjack
Ricky Rosin
Gwendolyn Ross
Jan Rowley

Marisa Safa
Ryan Sagun
Jeff Sale
Cathy Sampson
Iris Sanchez
Guillermo Sandoval
Ida Sands
Ethel Sanford-
   Smith
Dylan Sanjenko
Lucille Santos
Abhinav Sarna
Ashley Sawyer
David Schachter
Nancy Scher
Rik Schlimbach
Fred Schoen
Elizabeth Schoettger
Elizabeth Schwartz
Robert Schwartz
Kelsey Scott
Lisa Seber
Jessica Senti
Daniel Shapiro
Mary Sharf
Bonnie Shatz
Colleen 
   Shaughnessy
Thomas Sheffer
Debra Sheffer
Jacob Sheppard
Ko-Fung Shih
Amanda Shumate
Carlye Siegel
Rhian Sigman
Perry Simon
Rachana Singh
Mona Sjostrand
Jeffrey Skoblow
Clyde Small
Rebecca Smith
Barbara Smith
L. Renee Smith
Marlo Smith
Rachele Smith
Zoia Smith

Austin Smoak
Amy Snow
Rose Mary Snyder
Javier Solorzano
Rosa Maria 
   Solorzano
Christine Song
Anna Songo
Tara Sova
Denise Spencer
Amy Splitt
Moira Squier
Natalie Stalter
Lane Steed
Jennifer Steele
Shaun Steele
Johannes 
   Steinbauer
Adela Steinman
Kenneth Still
Sandra Stringham
Jason Stumpf
Carol Suchecki
Mike Suhd
Jan Sullivan
Jamie Sullivan
Jill Sumiyasu
Wendy Sweet
H. Dawn Swift
Henry Tarica
Chris Tasevski
Dominick Tecson
Alexandra Tengco
Brien Terranova
The Segal Company 
   (Eastern States), 
   Inc.
Deborah Thierry
Jeremy Thomas
Virginia Thomas
Rebecca Thornhill
Ryan Timmreck
Betty Tipton
Pat Tomasso
Susan Torf
Jania Torreblanca

Daniel Town
Tuan Tran
Chiara Triska
Anthony Truong
Richard Tuggle
Tracie Turrietta
Antonette Ty
Mylee Umali
Shelly Umali
Junphillip Ureta
Victor Valle
Katie Vandenberg
Christine Vergara
Matthew Vodnoy
Janelle Vreeland
Gloria Waldinger
Hannah Walsh
eddy Wang
Candice Waters
Melissa Watson
William Watt
Donald Webber
Matthew Weed
John Weiner
Caroline 
   Weingarten
Yaffa Weisman
Justin Weiss
Murray Weiss
Janice Whaley
Mireya Wharton
Trevor White
Jesse Willgruber
Hannah Williams
Perry Wong
Aditya 
   Wresniyandaka
Henry Yang
GaryYoung
SallyZuniga

MOUNTAIN MOVER
Joie Dutch, LLC.

RAINMAKER 
Ayuda, Inc
LALALUXE
Latham & Watkins
Live Scribe
The Children’s Life Saving 
   Foundation
The Shoe Crew
Twentieth Century Fox 
   Television
Whole Foods Market

EARTHBUILDER
Adobe Foundation
Alan and Barbara Balik
Anonymous Donors
Archdiocese of L.A. Youth 
   Employment
Aviesta
Bank of America
C. W. Howe Partners Inc.
Jack Dell
El Sereno Middle School
Full of Life Fitness
Herbalife Family 
   Foundation
JustFab.com
Pamela Levy
Los Angeles Dodgers
Los Angeles Opera
Los Angeles Regional 
   Food Bank
Meadowood Napa Valley
Mill Creek
NBC Universal
On The Go Towels
Outward Media
PlayHut, Inc.
Ross Stores - Los Angeles 
   Buying Office
Roy Gabal Productions
Irwin Rudy
Sony Pictures

   Entertainment Inc.
Stanford University, Haas 
   Center for Public Service
Starbucks Coffee 
Company
Teens In Action (TIA)
The Ella Fitzgerald 
   Charitable Foundation
The Outdoor Recreation 
   Group
The TJX Companies, Inc.
JenniferTinucci
Warner Bros. Consumer 
   Products
Warner Bros.
   Entertainment, Inc.
Wescom Credit Union
Westwood College

PROVIDER
4Good
ABC Inc.
AM 570 Fox Sports
Florence Azria
Bank of the West
BCBG LW Productions
Berklee College of Music
Bollare
Rebecca Brooks
Cake Divas
Charles Cale
Debbie Cerrito
Cesar Milan Foundation
Chris Chapin
Chicana Action Service, 
   Inc. Center
Chipotle Mexican Grill 
Warren Christensen
Christian Performing 
   Arts Center
Clif Bar & Company
Computershare Company
Jessica Correa
Councilwoman Jan Perry
County of Los Angeles
Credit Suisse

Currie Technologies
Beata Czechowski
Daniel’s Jewelers
Simi Dube
Carol Ann Emquies
Ernie Barnes Family Trust
Leopres Federe
Susan Feldman
Scot Finck
Sergio Flores
Food Forward
Tom Freret
Furlined Productions
Chandler Grenley
Gursey | Schneider LLP
Happy Tours Travel 
   Agency, Inc.
Harmony Elementary 
   School
Jasmine Hendifar
Herbalife Employees
Herbalife International
Herbalife U.S. Distributor 
   Services
Hey Girlfriend Network
David Holmes
Emily Hopton
Horses in the Hood
Inside Out Community Arts
Interscope/Geffen/A&M
Michelle Iny
Jack & Jill, Los Angeles 
   Chapter
Jive Live Entertainment
John Aaroe Group
Jones Coffee Roasters
Kaiser Foundation 
   Hospitals
Kaiser Permanente
Keyes Motors, Inc
L.A. Shares
LA Digital Graphics
Hunter Leachman
Michelle LoganStern
Los Angeles County 
   Economic 

   Development Corp.
George Lourlano
Rhonda Love
Cassidy Maclead
Wendy Mejia
Susay Michael
Mary Miller
Bruce Miller
MosBest
Naeir
Nakatomi & Associates
Nike, Inc.
Ortho Mattress
Anthony Oyatayo
Peer Music Publishing
John & Trish Peterson
Philip Richard Cullen 
   by pass trust
Dalia Phillips
Julie Pilat
ProAmerica Bank
Sandra Rapke
Republic Records
Jessica Rich
Rizzo Construction
Shelter’s Right Hand 
   Thirftshop
Shoes for the
   Homeless, Inc.
Shout! Factory
Signature Estate & 
   Investment Advisors
Jackie Sisto
Skybar
Staples Center Foundation
Sunset Strip Business 
   Association
Temple Emanuel of 
   Beverly Hills
Temple Kol Tikuah
Thomas Jefferson 
   High School
Time Warner Cable
Troop 398, San Gariel 
   Valley Council
UCLA Anderson School of 

   Management
United Healthcare
Universal Studios
Urban Land Institute 
   Young Leader Group
Vision to Learn
Robin Ward
Arlene Ward
Marshall Wax
Wiengart Center 
   Association
WilmerHale
Windward School 

HARVESTER
1st Enterprise Bank
A Star Furniture
Yamina Abea
Elizabeth Abeja
Ruben Almeida
Lofreshia Anderson
Andy Gump
Karina Arias
Riley Aronson
Shakeh Arzoomanian
Luis Avitia
Melineh Azarjeh
Nick Bailey
Sola Bamishigbin
Michael Bateman
Beachbody
Paul Beck
Being in LA
Chris Berado
Jack Bernstein
Beverly Wilshire Hotel
Bimbo Bakeries USA
Blyss Photography
Sandy Brainard
Amanda Brown
Amy Brown
Robyn Browning
G. Edward Bryan
Gregory Bunn
Diana Buran
Cabot Creamery 

   Cooperative
Call the Ninja Computer 
   Repair
Lesa Campbell
Heather Canning
Capitol Grille Restaurant
Azucena Castellanos
Ted Chen
Kate Christensen
Rhonda Christensen
Faithe Clary
Clay
Clear Channel 98.7
Clothes The Deal
Coldwell Banker
Stephanie Coleman
Kimberly Collins
Tony Concepcion
Copa De Arbol Beach and 
   Rainforest Resort
Allison Crandall
Crislu
Shelagh Danna
Yolanda Davidson-Carter
Natalie Dawson
Dealer Dolls
Disney ABC
   Television Group
Divino Restaurant
Iovani Dominguez
Maurice Dorris
Darren Edwards
El Sonido Callejero
Emmy Ellison
Enterprise
   Communications, Inc.
Yesenia Escamilla
Favored Faces
Fed Ex
Julia Fitzroy
Arlene Flores
Marisa Forrest
Gisela Friedman
Abram Friedman, OC
Gamma Zeta Alpha
Annie Gilbar

John Gilhuly
Martin Gillette
Todd Glassman
Barbara Glazer
Glen Tavern Inn
Jill Goldman
Marjory Gonzales
Darlene Gonzalez
Jessica Gonzalez-
   Rodriguez
Danielle Gordon
Elena Goutkin
Grant Associates
Kelley Graves
Dana Green
Helen Greene
Michael Greenfeld
Guidance Solutions
Sylvia Gutierrez
Sal Gutierrez
Cyrus Hadidi
Melissa Haloossim
Felix Ignacio Hernandez
Douglas Hill
Hines VAF II 121 
   Wilshire, L.P.
HL Bijoux
Theresa Hockenberry
Jonathan Hodge
Lisa Hofheimer
Sydney Holland
Hollywood Orchard
Armine Hovsepian
Gloria Ingram
Jill Iverson
Jack and Jill of 
   America, Inc.
Alex James
Victoria Johnson
Joint Educational 
   Project, USC
Karabel Dancewear
Beth Karmin
Shannan Kelly
Marlena Kelman
KIIS-FM

Audrey Knowling
Jennifer Koster
Connie Kwok
L.A. Lakers Youth 
Foundation
Daria Lauderman
Stefan and Maryam 
Lendi
Frances Lepe
Su Livingston
Estela Lopez
Los Angeles Women 
In Music
Anabel Luna
Emily Lynchems
Desiree’ Macke
Jody MacKinnon
David Magana
Anita Mahler
Tracy Malbrough
Maria Manetta
Margie & Robert E. 
Petersen Foundation
Marleni Martinez
Manuel Martir
Lisa Masters
Mattel, Inc
Daniel May
Shannon Mayock
Mayor’s Office City of  
   Los Angeles
Kristen McClurken
Jill McCullough
Sharon McQueen
Melinda Meserve
Christina Mink
Missionary Baptist Church
Courtney Mizel
David Montes
Lon Morton
Murad, Inc
Janice Neal
Netflix
 New Addition Quality of 
Work Life Circle
 New Bethel MBC

New Heights 
   Entertainment, LLC
Oak Summit Creations
Gina Obserinos
Anna Ochoa
Nicole Okonseki
Jean Okuda
Eleanor Oliver
One Kings Lane Inc.
Open Road Entertainment
Cristina Orozco
Hollie Overton
Tim Owens
Melissa Palazzo
Pas de Deux
Patina Restaurant Group
Alison Perez
Precision Glasswork, Inc.
Carrie Price
R. Carlton Proctor, Jr.
Michelle Quiqley
Tanya Rad
Gilbert Radillo
Elizabeth Ramirez
Billy Ray
Ray Charles Foundation
Katrina Rayco
David Reiss
Relativity Media, LLC
Sarah Rencher
David Renteria-Gonzalez
Carolyn Richman
Dara Riodan
Sarah Robertson
Leeann Robinson
Rocco’s Tavern
Roclord Studio
Noelle Rodriguez
Karen Rodriguez
Natalie Romero
Cynthia Rosales
T & Linda Rose
Adam Rosenblatt
David Rosenstein
Arlene Rosin
Janice Rouise

Beth Ryan
Safety & Life Support CPR   
   Training Services
Santa Monica Pier 
   Aquarium
SBE Group
David Scheiderman
Constance Schwartz
Mary Severin
Sexy Makeup Studio
Shalena Smith Interiors & 
Gaga Design
Jamie Shapiro
Caitlin Sharp
Erin Shems
Howard and Stephanie
   Sherwood
Six Flags Magic Mountain
Griselda Solorio
Ralphe Som
South Bay Ballet
   Community Outreach
South Central Scholars
Kim Spurlock
Shoba Sreenivasan
Stumptown Coffee Roaster
Dawn Taubin
The Big Bang Theory
The Galley Restaurant
The Line Hotel
The Sun of California Trim
The Walt Disney Company
Deonza Thymes
Arianna Tomasettig
Dominique Townsend
Rachel Tyree
U Studio Yoga
Unified Grocers, Inc.
Universal Art Gallery
Universal Music Group
Amber Valletta
Yesenia Verde
Erika Villafana
Terry Waiters
Wal Mart
Walden Surfboards

Jayna Wallace
Warner Horizon Television
Jamie Watkins
Nik Weinberg-Lynn
Naomi Whiting
Danielle Wigley
Workshop 
   Creative, LLC
Writers Bloc Presents
Writers Guild of 
   America, West
Yamaha Artist Services
Sandy Yang
Rowena Yeung
Young Variety The
   Childrens Charity
John Zeichner

SEED PLANTER
Charisse Anderson
Animal Restaurant
Kimberly Armstrong
Doug Atchison
Tarabu Betserai Kirkland
Big Sunday
Rodney Burnell
Michael Campbell
Luis Caughman
Tito Chinchilla
Pam Church
CO Architects
Jeffrey Conner
Carrie Cresante
Sybil Curry
Jewel Delegall
Janeth Diaz
Dignity Group
Paul Dove
Chiquita Duplessis
Brittany Dyok
Lizvette Flores
Yvette Flores
Samuel Goldstein
Jorge’s Cucina
Gloria Kellett
Glenn Kirschbaum

Diana Kozlowski
Shirley Ladd
Rebecca Lerbeck
Wendy Levine
Aaron Lomeli
Chris Lopes
Mary MacTheilacker
Michael Levin Trading
La Shawnda Moore
Tamara Muzac
Maggie Nagengast
NBC Universal GE 
Women’s Network 
Philanthropic Chair
Devyn Neal
Trung Nguyen
July O’Brien
Peterson
Porta Via Restaurant
Reiss Company
Sam Ash Music
   Corporation & Affiliates
Fred Samulon
Sirena Restaurant
Eugene Slusher
L. Renee Smith
Travis Snell
SoCal Prosthodontics
Maria Suarez
Taking Things Personally
Bernyce Talley
Richard Tarczynski
Patrice Taylor
Randy Tyler
Margaret Venneri
Ryan Wunderlich
Maryellen Zarakas
Jonathan Zeichner

Have you included APCH in your Estate Plan?    We’re sorry if we overlooked you, misspelled or incorrectly listed your name. Please let us know and we will gladly correct our records for future newsletters,  info@apch.org

THANKS TO OUR IN-KIND DONORS OF FOOD, CLOTHING, TOYS, BICYCLES, HOUSEHOLD ITEMS, PROGRAM SUPPLIES AND SERVICES.  WE LOVE YOU!



In 2013 we launched our new LIFE Mentoring program at A Place Called Home.  
Through matching our teens in one-to-one relationships with responsible, caring adults 
in the community, we are providing positive role models, encouragement and support for 
our members to reach their greatest potential. 

Matches meet twice a month for a minimum of one year to participate in fun, educa-
tional and meaningful activities at APCH and around Los Angeles.

Thanks to the first group of amazing mentors that have stepped forward—WILL YOU 
BE NEXT?  Please visit our website and go to GET INVOLVED:LIFE MENTORING to find out 
more.  When the young people at A Place Called Home succeed, we all do!
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When David and Linda Shaheen visited A Place Called Home 
in 2002, it fueled their desire to impact the lives of youth in 
South Central in a meaningful and permanent way.  Partner-
ing with APCH, the Shaheens began funding a scholarship 
program to give the youth of this at-risk community a doorway 
to higher education and opportunities to break generational 
cycles of poverty and limited life options.

Eleven years later, in 2013 we surpassed 200 APCH Sha-
heen Scholars!  And, with additional support from the College 
Access Fund of California, California Community Foundation, 
Teens in Action, the Ella Fitzgerald Charitable Foundation and 
Dodgers General Manager, Ned Colletti, we awarded more than 
80 college scholarships to new and returning students—the 
most ever in one year!

At APCH we understand that getting a student to college 

APCH SHAHEEN SCHOLARSHIP REACHES
                  TWO MAJOR MILESTONES!

WE ARE SO 
PROUD

OF OUR 2013
GRADUATES

is not enough – the goal is for them to graduate!  A full-time 
Higher Education/Scholarship Coordinator and a Pathways 
Coordinator now support the students year round and assist 
students with acute needs and challenges, big and small.  
APCH Shaheen Scholars are required to maintain a minimum 
2.5 GPA, complete 40 hours of community service and 80 hours 
of internship experience, attend mandatory summer intensive 
sessions, and stay connected with the APCH Shaheen Scholar-
ship Program.  

The APCH Shaheen Scholarship is a source of inspiration 
and represents a goal that hundreds of our younger members 
aspire to attain.  Our 2013 Scholarship Luncheon was the 
biggest ever!  Are you interested in getting involved as a 
scholarship application reader and interviewer? Pease email 
our Higher Education Coordinator, at Scholarships@apch.org. 

APCH
PARTNERS WITH   
       LAUSD
       TO GET
         LAPSED
 HIGH SCHOOL   
 STUDENTS  
  BACK ON 
TRACK!

There are so many factors at APCH that contribute to the success of our members, and education is an essential 
one.  With a high school dropout rate of 50% in our neighborhood, we are committed to providing an effective way for 
students to re-enter school and attain a high school diploma or GED certificate.  

Now entering its 14th year, our APCH/LAUSD partnership Alternative Education and Work Center serviced 200 
students between the ages of 16 and 18 over the 2012/13 academic year.  A staff of three instructors, four teaching 
assistants, and five volunteers works with AEWC students from 8AM to 12PM, Monday through Friday, to support each 
student in completing 20 assignments weekly.  We provide computer access and classes from 12:30PM to 3:00PM 
Monday through Thursday.   Best of all, every student has full access to all the programs and services at APCH!  

In 2012 we welcomed new AWEC leader, Jose Alvarez, whose dedication is encouraging students to achieve their 
academic goals and to take full advantage of this unique partnership.  32 students graduated this year, with 10 earning 
their GED certificates and the other 22 receiving High School diplomas from the LAUSD Adult Education Division.  APCH 
is proud of our longtime collaboration and we look forward to the upcoming academic year!

Tania Contreras
UCLA - Psychology

Daisy Pineda
Cal State Northridge - Journalism/Spanish

Laura Zavala
Cal State Dominguez Hills - Sociology

Janette Zuniga
UCLA - Psychology

Elijah Douresseau
Colorado College - English

Adriana Sifuentes
Cal State Dominguez Hills - Criminal Justice

Noe Zepeda
Cal State Northridge - Business/Finance

 LIFE MENTORING
        LEAD. INFLUENCE. FOSTER. EMPOWER. 



BOYPOWER, TOO!
In Spring 2013 our Bridge to the Future department 

launched a Rites of Passage component called Journey, an 
18-week leadership and mentoring initiative to support the 
development of boys 14-18 years old as they transition into 
manhood. 

Like our established GirlPower program, Journey takes a 
multifaceted approach, including motivational guest speak-
ers, educational workshops and community-based activities 
and opportunities designed to expand boys’ personal and 
worldviews.  Through exploring gender issues and what it 
means to “be a man” in our culture, Journey enables boys 
begin envisioning themselves as the men they aspire to be– 
men who can be strong and masculine, while developing their 
capacities for kindness, empathy, and caring for others.

Our first annual Journey Culminating Dinner at Mercado La 
Paloma was honored to include guest speaker, Coach Frank 
Thomas, Executive Director of Positive Alternatives for Youth 
and author of “Rise: Even Death Can’t Stop Me.”  Mr. Thomas 
spoke about the ideals of manhood and many of our young 
men stated that they identified with his story.

There is so much more ahead for Journey, and with Girl-
Power and the launch of the APCH LIFE Mentoring program, 
APCH is creating pathways and bridges that extend beyond 
our campus to stay connected and support young people as 
they begin new chapters as active and empowered citizens of 
the world.  You can get involved!  volunteer@apch.org
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At APCH we believe in “intentional evolution,” which is another way of saying we are 
always growing and changing and improving what we do and how we do it.  Our Girl-
Power Project is a perfect example.  With its concentrated and multi-faceted support for 
girls transitioning into womanhood, including opportunities to interact with professional 
women, visit a variety of workplaces and cultural sites, and participate in community 
volunteerism, the program has built a reputation to the point that just about every girl 
at APCH expects to be a part of it when they hit 14.  We have to work on the capacity 
challenges, but for this year we had to cap enrollment at 15 girls between the ages of 14 
and 18 years old.

How amazing to witness these girls, so dedicated to attending weekly meetings,  
listening to and supporting each other, participating in community events, and open-
ing their hearts and minds to new ideas.  The running themes for GirlPower in 2013 
were, finding your voice, setting goals, and giving back to our community.

Initially many of the girls were timid.  Although they attended A Place Called Home on 
a regular basis, many of them didn’t know eachother.  The trust and safety of the GirlPower 
circle was essential for many of the girls who were going through personal hardships and 
challenges in life and school. The reassurance of her GirlPower sisters let each girl know that 
she was not alone.  The girls shared and created bonds that will last a lifetime for many.  

Some girls started out clueless as to what the future might hold for them and 
what their role in society would be.  Over the course of eight months, they began to 
take ownership and responsibility for their lives, they found their voices, and at the 
culminating luncheon, they all had strong statements about who they are and who they 
want to become. 

In their own words, GirlPower is hope, love, confidence, strength, compassion, unity, 
dreams, phenomenal, inspiring, family, independence and sisterhood.  

Now we just have to figure out how to accommodate the dozens of girls who already 
want to sign up for the next session!

GIRLS + POWER = GIRLPOWER! 
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OUR MOST IMPORTANT ASSET: 
STAKEHOLDERS

Each year our Executive Director hosts a STAKEHOLDERS CIRCLE gathering for 
parents, members, staff, volunteers, and members of our Board of Directors and 
Leadership Council, to LISTEN to the voices of the youth and families we serve; 
SHARE updates and new directions for APCH; increase UNDERSTANDING of APCH 
and gather NEW IDEAS; and create SHARED VISION and encourage INVOLVEMENT 
in APCH’s future

On May 11, 2013, our circle included five parents and 10 members ranging in 
age from middle school through college.  The remaining 14 were a mix of staff, 
volunteers, Board members and facilitators.  We introduced ourselves and reviewed 
progress over the preceding year.  Then we split into mixed focus groups to discuss 
community needs and ideas for improvements at APCH.  Here are a few key sugges-
tions that were put together to present to the Board of Directors:

•Stronger academic tracking for students to determine tutoring needs
•Expand LIFE Mentoring program to include middle school students
•More peer to peer mentoring and older members mentoring younger ones
•More nature programs and field trips out of the City
•Have current college scholars give college counseling in the community
•Career counseling for youth
•Expand hours to allow for evening study time
•Make parent involvement mandatory
•Create an annual event for APCH families to perform a large-scale 

       community service project

And, for the third year in a row, a FLASH FORWARD Committee was formed to come 
up with a short term important special APCH project.  Conditions: must cost under 
$1,000 and must be completed before next year’s Stakeholders Circle.  Last year the 
group produced a CPR training event for teens and parents and certified more than 
15 attendees!  Check the next HOMEFRONT to see what they came up with!

Parent involvement is a key factor in a child’s development, and at A Place Called 
Home we are committed to involving parents and guardians in our work and strength-
ening their relationships with their children.  Through parent trainings, leadership 
opportunities and our Parent Partnership Circle, we are developing a foundation for 
ensuring student success by supporting our parents in becoming the strong leaders 
and advocates they are meant to be. 

The APCH Parent Partnership Circle comprises parents and guardians that meet 
twice a month, and in 2013 its membership grew from just 15 parents to 40 com-
mitted,  loving individuals who take time out of their full schedules to partner with 
APCH in making a positive difference in our community.  These parents are not only 
participating in the Circle, but many also volunteering their time in the APCH kitchen, 
at community events, and with fundraising.  Perhaps the most impressive aspect of 
our Parent Partnership Circle is the fact that all APCH parent programs are now being 
designed by the parents themselves, including our 2013 Zumba and Computer Literacy 
classes.   And the Circle has decided to address a broader spectrum of important 
issues in South Central.  

Our new Parent Summit is a conference to be held twice a year at APCH.   Launched 
in Spring 2013, our inaugural Parent Summit was a vivid testament to the effective-
ness and tenacity of our parent leaders.  With three guest speakers and eight APCH 
staff leading and supporting, it featured classes with titles such as: The Reclassifica-
tion Process of English Language Learners, How to Support Academic Achievement 
at Home, The Path To College, and Knowing Your Rights As Parents Within the School 
System.  Dozens of APCH parents left the Summit with valuable tools and resources to 
better support their children on their educational and developmental paths.

The Parent Partnership Circle went on to host a Financial Literacy class in the 
summer, thanks to a partnership with City National Bank; and is hosting a Fitness 
Certification Class in the Fall with help from Jubilee Consortium.  Two of our mothers, 
Maria Sanchez and Maria Pineda, have begun an initiative to assess the needs of 
the families served at APCH.  They will be invited to bring their findings to our annual 
APCH Stakeholders Circle, which convenes parents, staff, youth members and volun-
teers to discuss ways to strengthen APCH’s approach to serving the community.  

APCH believes in leading and serving by following its constituents, and in partner-
ing with parents we are working to create a community that includes strong families 
empowered to raise healthy, directed and fully supported young people.  If you are an 
APCH parent, please ask our Membership staff how you can get involved!

AT APCH, PARENTS ARE
PARTNERS

The APCH Leadership Council (LC) is a diverse group of young professionals who 
engage in community involvement and service through APCH, and manage several 
important events and special initiatives in support of the organization, including 
our annual Stars & Strikes Celebrity Bowling and Poker Tournament, and the A 
Place Called Home for the Holidays Toy Drive.  In 2013, LC member Kate Christensen 
spearheaded an initiative that supported two of our APCH teens in going to Japan for 
six weeks!

Service on our Leadership Council is also a stepping stone and learning opportu-
nity for young professionals interested in ultimately serving on the Board of Directors 
at A Place Called Home.

Right now the LC going through an exciting evolution that will increase its impact 
in the community that APCH serves.  The Executive Service Corps has come aboard 
to consult with Co-Chairs Debbie Cerrito and Jonathan Hodge, in formulating a more 
structured approach and helping to define the LC’s long term goals in alignment 
with our exciting new Strategic Plan.

AS APCH continues to grow, so will the LC be growing its membership and 
outreach.  To learn more about the LC and how YOU can get involved, please visit our 
website and click on GET INVOLVED.

LEADERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR YOUNG PROFESSIONALS
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A Place Called Home is a vibrant community hub, with activities for the families 
we serve and the surrounding community all year long!  We work closely with our 
Council District 9 office and community partners such as All People’s Community 
Center, CD Tech and the Coalition for Responsible Community Development.  APCH 
represents on the Sustainable Communities Coalition, the Pedestrian Advisory Board, 
Safe Pathways to Schools, the CD 9 Coalition, The South Central Mobility 
Committee and the Central Avenue Business Association.  In 2013 our Associate 
Director of Community Initiatives, Gilbert Radillo, was voted president of the Newton 
Community Police Advisory Board, with a focus on helping community members 
become self reliant. Throughout the year we produce numerous events that are open 
to our entire community, including:

•CINDERELLA & PRINCE CHARMING PROJECT 
In April 2013 850 girls and 200 boys from South Central and greater L.A. attended 

self-improvement and empowerment workshops at APCH and learned about ways 
to make a difference in their own communities. After which they all received FREE 
formal attire for their proms and graduations!  

•COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING DINNER
Once again, in 2013 APCH served up a feast to more than 1,000 community 

members, and sent most home with bags of groceries, too!  Thank you Coldwell 
Banker and Whole Foods Market for providing the dinners, groceries and décor, 
and thanks to all our volunteers!!

•BACK TO SCHOOL FEST
New shoes and a backpack filled with the right supplies can make all the difference 

when you’re starting back at school, and in 2013 APCH again made sure that our 
students and hundreds more from the community around us had everything they 
needed!  Thank you TJX and Herbalife for your strong support for this event! 

•HEALTH & GARDEN EXPO
Emphasizing nutrition, fresh healthy food, and taking control of one’s own well 

being, our first annual event in 2013 was a big hit, with more than 20 community 
partners represented and more than 500 in attendance.  Thank you Chipotle and  
United Health Care for your sponsorship and the yummy burritos! 

Every day, volunteers walk through the doors at APCH not knowing what to expect, 
and each day they find out what just one day can do – it can put a smile on a child’s 
face by encouraging them in art or sports, it can deliver meals to hungry families for 
Thanksgiving, and it can certainly challenge any preconceptions about the lives lived 
in South Central Los Angeles.

At APCH, the mission of the volunteer program is to mobilize those that want to 
help and get them to have fun, work hard and take on community needs through 
volunteerism.  With over 21,000 hours clocked in the past year, our volunteers sure 
do deliver!  By getting involved in every department on our campus, these dedicated 
individuals get to see firsthand the effect they have on every APCH member’s life.  
Each volunteer story is unique and yet all share the spirit of giving generously and 
feeling the glow that comes from making a difference.  

By spending just one day at APCH, this volunteer discovered her own joy through 
helping:

“One of my favorite experiences with A Place Called Home was… when I got to lend 
a hand helping with the Cinderella & Prince Charming Project… The girls we saw on 
Friday were a variety of shapes and sizes, all bringing with them their own personali-
ties and insecurities… One young girl, seven months pregnant, had experienced so 
much frustration and was feeling so fed up that it took nine volunteers to find her a 
dress, but when they did, the whole room was elated.  We all cheered her on as she 
looked in the mirror and saw a beautiful young woman looking back.”

No matter your background, every person can offer passion, experience and talent 
that will make a difference at APCH and expand our family.  What will your special 
contribution be?  volunteer@apch.org

VOLUNTEER FOR JUST
ONE DAY

COMMUNITY OUTREACH
                       AND EVENTS What better way to end a fantastic summer and welcome another exciting school 

year than with our annual Back to School Festival!  Thanks to SPONSORS All APCH 
Members receive school supplies for the new school year, including backpacks, 
notebooks, pens, and pencils.  And, thanks to the awesome Shoe Crew, for the second 
year in a row, hundreds of South Central youngsters got brand new shoes!!

To support our amazing Summers and Back to School support for children, 
please visit GET INVOLVED or DONATE on our website: apch.org

BACK TO SCHOOL
FESTIVAL! 
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STARS FILL THE HOUSE
FOR STARS & STRIKES CELEBRITY BOWLING
                           AND POKER FUNDRAISER The Wanted, Nick Cannon, Will.i.am, Akon, Jason Derulo and Howie Mandel were 

among more than 400 celebrities and guests that took to the lanes and poker tables 
for a night of fun at A Place Called Home’s 7th Annual Stars & Strikes Celebrity Bowl-
ing & Poker Tournament.  The dedication and long hours put in by APCH Leadership 
Council* superstars, Debbie Cerrito, Allison Crandall, Kate Christenson, Danielle 
Djansezian, Jonathan Hodge, Simi Dube, Sarah Duru, Jennifer Koster, Alex Larson, 
Lisa Masters, Tamara Muzac, Prophet, Louie Rubio, Marshall Smith, Maggie Venneri 
and Imer Vigil paid off, as the event raised $150,000 for A Place Called Home’s free 
programs for youth and families!  

A special shout-out to Julie Pilat, founding member of the Leadership Council and 
veteran of all seven Stars & Strikes events.  Julie now serves on our Board of Directors.

THANK YOU Whole Foods Market for donating a fresh, healthy and delicious dinner 
buffet.  No fun bowling on an empty stomach!

SAVE THE DATE: Next Stars & Strikes will be on March 20, 2014 at PINZ.

*The APCH Leadership Council is a group of young professionals dedicated to 
volunteering, raising funds, and many other great activities for A Place Called Home.  
They are especially supportive of the organization’s programs for teens, and our 
annual A Place Called Home for the Holidays festival.  Want to get involved?  Email 
info@apch.org and write LEADERSHIP COUNCIL in the subject line.

   2013 GIRLPOWER AWARDS
CELEBRATE WOMEN
        IN PHILANTHROPY,
   SOCIAL CHANGE AND
BUSINESS INNOVATION

More than 350 friends and supporters joined APCH at the Beverly Hills Hotel in May 
2013 to honor our APCH GirlPower Honorees.  Led by Co-Chairs Robyn Browning, Louise 
Hamagami and Jill Goldman, the event raised $248,000 for APCH’s FREE programs 
and services. 

Dana Green received the 2013 Legacy Award, in recognition of her founding the 
Cinderella Project (now the Cinderella & Prince Charming Project) at APCH 11 years 
ago.  Ms. Green is the Executive Director of Media Relations at Disney Channels. 

Amy Ziering, award winning documentary director and producer whose most re-
cent film, The Invisible War, is a groundbreaking investigation into the rape epidemic 
in the U.S. military, was honored with our 2013 Social Change Award.

Susan Feldman and Alison Picnus, co-founders of One Kings Lane, received the 
2013 Innovators Award for their innovation, entrepreneurial success and philanthropy. 

The APCH GirlPower ‘tweens’ and teens were featured honorees, too, and the 
GirlPower show was co-hosted by actress and longtime supporter, Shondrella Avery, 
and APCH Shaheen Scholar, Berenice Bautista.  APCH’s band, 29 Live, and our Dance 
Company rounded out the dynamic program. 

The annual event raises funds for our GirlPower Project and other innovative 
programs that inspire inner-city youth to develop strength and focus for their minds 
and spirits, while learning life skills that empower them to transition into healthy, 
productive adults.

 
SAVE THE DATE:  The next GirlPower Awards Luncheon will be on May 22, 2014.



Three remarkable individuals who are making a difference in the world and at 
APCH were honored at APCH’s 2012 Gala for Children – Show business dynamo, Nick 
Cannon; long time board member and entrepreneur, Bob Israel; and our beloved 
Director of Counseling at APCH, Dr. Yvonne Styles.  The Beverly Wilshire felt like A 
Place Called Home as our Youth Ambassadors warmly welcomed guests, and the 
APCH dancers and band put on another outstanding show!  Throughout the evening, 
APCH families, members and alums touched the hearts of all with stories about how 
APCH empowers them to overcome adversity and build up their lives.  The Gala raised 
a million dollars to support our FREE programs for the thousands of young people, 
families and community members we serve throughout the year!

On December 11, 2013 at the Beverly Wilshire, A Place Called Home will celebrate 
20 years of love and service to our community.  This year we are thrilled to be honoring 
three amazing honorees, including longtime APCH supporter, Jack Suzar and Sister 
Patricia Connor, RSHM and The Religious of the Sacred Heart of Mary.  It’s going 
to be another great evening overflowing with hope, celebration, fun and surprises.  
Please join us and EmCee John Salley!  For more information, please call Grant 
Associates, at 323-904-4400 or visit our website: www.apch.org.

SAVE THE DATE:  December 11, 2013

AT OUR ANNUAL GALA FOR THE CHILDREN
                                   THE FANCIEST BALLROOM IN L.A. BECOMES
                                  A PLACE CALLED HOME!
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SAVE THE DATE!
DECEMBER 11, 2013

THE BEVERLY WILSHIRE

John Salley, EmCee
Sister Patricia Connor, RSHM

HonoreeJack Suzar, Honoree
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           A VISIT WITH APCH FOUNDER, 
DEBRAH CONSTANCE 
20 YEARS LATER…

HOMEFRONT: How and why did you start A Place Called 
Home?
DEBRAH: I started A Place Called Home after I saw that 
movie “Stand & Deliver” and I was so moved my Jaime 
Escalante and his teaching of the children in South Cen-
tral, and then two weeks later I saw a full page ad in the 
L.A. Times about Roland Ganges, who taught at Jefferson 
High School.  At that time I was Vice President of Jon 
Douglas, one of the largest real estate firms in California, 
and I was in charge of marketing and public relations. 

I went to Mr. Douglas and I said, “Why don’t we fund this 
teacher in the inner city?”  He said, “What good will that 
do?”  I said, “That will give you great PR because you’ll 
be helping so many children.”  He said, “OK.”  So, I had 

MEET
SISTER PAT 
A HEROINE AT APCH

IT ALL STARTED
WITH A DREAM...

HOMEFRONT: How were you initially introduced to A Place 
Called Home?
SISTER PAT: I had been out of the country for 10 years and 
when I came back to the United States, the community 
that I belonged to, the Religious Sacred Heart of Mary, 
gave me the opportunity for a Sabbatical. I spent the first 
4 months at Boston College and I had the green light to do 
volunteering in South Central Los Angeles for the second 
part.  I heard about APCH and when I met Debrah Con-
stance she said, “What can you do?”  I said, “Well I’m a 
teacher so I would imagine I could tutor,” and she signed 
me up right away.  It’s now been 16 years and I’ve done 
just about everything at APCH at one time or another.

Snookie’s Cookies and milk delivered to Roland Ganges 
for his class, and one day I got a call and he said, “This is 
Roland Ganges and I don’t want money, I want your time.  I 
want you to come down here.”  I thought he could be nuts.

But, I went to South Central and I walked into Roland’s 
classroom and life as I had known it was over.  I 
instantly fell in love with his kids and he said, “These 
children have never been out of South Central.”  So I in-
volved them with all my charity work. I was on the board 
of Alternative Living for the Aging, and the National 
Council of Jewish Women, and the Clare Foundation.  
We did “workouts for the homeless.”  I had the children 
sent out to different gyms all over California and they 
handed out T-shirts and collected money for the home-
less.  Everybody’s life changed.  I started a hike-a-
month program, and a mentoring program and I got the 
realestate brokers from Jon Douglas involved.  One day 
the Jon Douglas attorney said,  “You can’t do this.  A 
broker could get shot in South Central, the kids could get 
harmed, anything could happen!”

 > > > continued on page 18 > > > 

HF: What was the community like back in the mid-90s?
SP: There had been a lot of neglect in the area, which 
caused a lot of frustration among people.  There were a 
lot of influences that were destructive: gangs, drugs and 
youngsters dropping out at a high rate.  Some of those 
same influences continue of course.  There have been a 
lot of positive changes in the neighborhood as well. But 
at that time, it was difficult.

HF: What impact did APCH have on the young people who 
attended?
SP: I could see the pull that certain influences had on 
their life. We’ve had some very tragic situations, a few 
with young people I’ve been very close to.  One of them 
was like a son to me, Abel, who was killed on 28th street.  
It was devastating and I don’t think there’s a time I ever 
come down here that I don’t think of Abel.  He tried to cut 
the ties that he had, but I began to see that if we really 
want to help youngsters out of that downward spiral 
they need to have education and the possibility of being 
able to work.  That changes them.  Once they’re able to 
work and earn money, their whole self-esteem changes.  
They’re able to give to their family and it just makes all 
the difference.  I think that APCH was making a great 
difference then, certainly as it has over the years and it 
is doing tremendously today.  They got interested in other 
things and they are drawn in by dance, music, mentoring 
or the AEWC program with LAUSD and they learn life 
skills and can get an education.  It is great for them to 
have a place to go.

> > > continued on page 18 > > > 



SandCastles
By: Sharay Valencia

Fighting with a friend just isn’t cool
You feel like you’re drowning in a pool
You feel like you’re trapped
In a room with no happiness
When you fight with your best friend
You feel like you’ve just lost everything
Like a train just hit you
Leaving you there with no one to help you

You remember all that you just lost
Like that one time
When she gave up going to six flags
Just to come to your house
Cause of an insignificant problem you had
Or when she gave you her sandals 
At the waterpark because you lost yours

All that swept away now
Like when the wave swept away
Our beautiful sandcastle we made
I just wish that never would’ve happened
But it did and now
You’re just not yourself.
 
The Weed
By Isaias Estrada

In a field so beautiful 
in a meadow of roses
lies a disgusting weed
it has grown among the beautiful roses
 
The weed was never noticed
it was always overshadowed by the roses
it had done nothing but want to be among them
 
One bad day the sun shined too bright
It burned the many of the roses
those who were left screamed and blamed the weed
 
The gardener found the weed
and without hesitation killed it
 
The weed never did any harm
the weed did nothing
but because it was there
disgusting
making the garden ugly
taking up room
 
The life of a weed ends sadly
never being able to do anything
always being the disgusting,
ugly weed that took up space
being the only flower to be hated
 
Even it knows it’s for the best
for a life which is hated
is a life not worth having

Summer
By Jesus Rodriguez
 
What does it mean?
It’s going to the beach,
Watching movies on Friday
Hanging out with friends
Playing sports
Painting
Drawing
And dancing
No need to worry
Problems here melt like ice cream
It’s like Disneyland, happiest place on earth
Playing like a rockstar
Piano
Flute
And recording,
Filming like a pro
It’s free time, no school.
It’s fun and friends
Where is this you might ask?
It’s not back home
But here
At APCH
It’s all here
At APCH
 
Mom
By Jesus Rodriguez
12 years old
 
Personality always bright
Hair Black as can be
Works everyday to show us the light
 
Cares about us everyday
Feeds us love
Always there to show us the way
 
There when we are blue
Always there for us
Whenever we need a talking to
 
There to fight
The One I love
Always doing what’s right
 
Sad when I do something bad
Sad when something bad happens
But always finds a way to be glad
 
Always wanting me to have fun
She could be anyone
But she is my mom  
 

Encouragement
By Daniel Ortega
 
When times get hard
Always look to the stars
Follow your dreams
And you will get far
Open your eyes
You will see
That we are not blind
All you need is enlightenment
From there we will fly
If your soul gets filled with discouragement
Remember this always
Reach for the sky
We will all fly
 
Future
By Anonymous
 
My hope is that I find you
Sitting on my porch
Or sitting in my desk at school
My hope is that it’s easy
Like breathing air
Or watching sunsets
My hope is that you’re cool
Like fireworks in July
Or the new iPhone coming out next year
My hope is that you allow me to help
My hope is that you grow and be great
My hope is that you make my family proud
My hope is that my future is all these things
That I become what I see in me
I am the future
And I will be Amazing.
 
Nature
By OM
 
I saw the hills today
they swayed back and forth
Sun was warm and the wind blew
it felt amazing 
 
I walked a small road of dirt
every step my shoes got dirtier
But I didn’t care
I felt like that’s what I was meant to do
get dirty
 
I looked up
a flock of birds flew across
I want to be one of them
I bet they feel that wind all the time
I bet their wings feel awesome
I want that feeling of freedom
 
I saw the hills today
they swayed back and forth
today was beautiful
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HOME FOR WORDS
poetry by our members



     

Support APCH member families that our Counseling
Departmet has identified as having urgent needs. You can
make their Holidays special and/or help all year-round.

YOU MAKE
THE DIFFERENCE

To enroll as an Adopt-a-Family Donor,
please go to:

apch.org >GET INVOLVED >ADOPT-A-FAMILY 

Or, complete this form and return by fax or mail: 
Place Called Home
Attn: Adopt-A-Family
2830 S. Central Ave. 

Los Angeles, CA 90011 
fax (323) 232-0139

NAME:

ADDRESS:

PHONE:

EMAIL:

I would like to participate in: 

q HOPE (year round essentials)       
q Holiday Edition

Please select size of recipient family
and donation level you prefer:

q 2 - 3 ( up to $250 ) q 4 - 5 ( up to $400 )

q 6 - 7 ( up to $600 ) q 8 or more ( up to $800 )

The amount you give is up to you. 
You may choose to adopt more than one family.
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All APCH programs are free to the children and families we serve and any amount will make a difference! 
H E R E  A R E  S O M E  A P P R O X I M A T E  C O S T S  F O R  T H E  P R O G R A M S  W E  P R O V I D E :

 • Sports, Fitness, Yoga and Sportsmanship activities for a child for a month- $23
 • Professional Dance Instruction and equipment for a child for a month - $50
 • Mental Health Counseling for a youth who needs extra support for a month - $82
 • A month of Tutoring  for five children who are struggling to keep up at school - $175
 • Snacks and meals for ten children for a month - $320
 • A Field Trip for 25 children - $500
 • Academic Guidance/College Prep for 15 teenagers for a month - $1,200
 • Tuition support for a young person who will be the first in his/her family to attend college - 
    $3,500-$6,000

q $25       q $50       q $100       q $250       q $500       q $1,000       q Other $

q I want to Keep On Giving:  Please make automatic monthly donations of: $                          with my credit card.

Payment method:   q Check      q MasterCard       q Visa      q AmEx      q Discover

( Please make check payable to A Place Called Home, 2830 South Central Ave, Los Angeles, CA  90011)

Name on credit card:                                                                            Card #:                                                           Exp:       /       /

Address:     City, State, Zip:

Phone:     Email: 

Changing The World Starts At Home    THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

q Please make this gift in memory/honor  of: 
q My company will make a matching gift, I have enclosed the form
q Please do not include my name in any list of published donors
q I am interested in naming APCH in my estate plan. Please contact me at
q I am interested in contributing to the APCH Endowment. Please contact me at
q I am interested in volunteer opportunities at APCH. Please contact me at 
q I am interested in learning more about serving on the Board of Directors or Leadership Council

J O I N  T H E  A P C H  F A M I L Y  -  Y O U R  D O N A T I O N  P R O V I D E S  I M M E D I A T E  A N D
L O N G - T E R M  S U P P O R T  T O  Y O U T H  I N  S O U T H  C E N T R A L  L O S  A N G E L E S

continued from page 16  > > > 

continued from page 16  > > > 

I didn’t listen.  I never listen.  I’m not good at following rules; everybody knows that.  I met with David Crippens, 
who was Vice President of KCET.  He said, “Debrah what do you want to do with the rest of your life?”  I said, “All 
I want to do is help the kids at Jefferson High School.  But, I can’t.  I don’t have a high school diploma.  I never 
graduated from anything.”  David said, ” You can do this.  Make a list of what you want to do and what you need 
and get your nonprofit status.”

So, I resigned, and Jon Douglas gave me $50,000 in severance pay, which is what I used to start APCH.  I went 
around to look for property and I found Bishop Richardson, who welcomed me and the kids to his church.  At one 
point we had hundreds of gang members running up and down the stairs and that’s when we decided we needed 
a bigger space.

I had already been through cancer, child abuse, spousal abuse, alcoholism, drug addiction, and drug dealing.  
When I started A Place Called Home, I used all these experiences as gifts and we created a dream family.  My 
whole life and my whole love are those children.  When I looked at the gang members, they were children to me.  I 
could always see God when I looked in their eyes and that’s how it is with all the children at A Place Called Home.  
It was just pure love and that’s what it is today.

Thank you, Debrah, for planting and nurturing the seeds of APCH – we love you.  It’s been an amazing 20 years, 
and there is so much more to come! To read the full interview and learn more about Debrah, go to our website 
(apch.org) and click on: ABOUT US : FOUNDER

HF: How has being involved with A Place Called Home affected your life and work?
SP: If anything I’ve become more convinced of certain values that I have- how important it is to invest in our chil-
dren and when I say invest, I mean with all the resources that we have – time, experience, knowledge, financially 
if one can.  I believe the children need us, they need caring adults and they need someone to listen to and to be 
able to verbalize a lot of the frustrations they experience, a lot of the alienation that they’re picking up.  I can 
honestly say that my life has been so enriched by the children and the families of A Place Called Home.  They give 
me such life.  Whenever I come down here, whenever I’m talking to them, whenever I’m meeting them, whenever I 
see them achieve a goal that they wanted to achieve, to becoming more of the person that they hoped to become, 
I just find it so tremendously fulfilling and purposeful.  I carry A Place Called Home with me whatever I’m doing, 
wherever I’m going.

To read the entire interview with Sister Pat, please log on to apch.org and go to:  BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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Many things go into making an organization successful, whether it’s public, 

private or not-for-profit.  Certainly, the dedication of employees, the leadership of 

management, and the focus of purpose are critical for any organization to succeed.  

In addition, however, the leadership provided by the governing body is of para-

mount importance in setting and achieving the entity’s long term strategic goals.  

A Place Called Home is very fortunate and blessed to have an outstanding Board of Directors.  I recently 

had the pleasure of attending our annual Board of Directors Retreat, which is a two-day session devoted to 

thinking about APCH’s role in the community, current strengths and weaknesses, and future goals.  When I 

had a chance to reflect on the event, I was so proud of my fellow directors for the clear passion they shared 

for the organization, as well as the thoughtful and intense discussions that demonstrated the responsibil-

ity they feel to help APCH thrive and grow.  

The culmination of the 2013 Board Retreat was the approval of APCH’s next Strategic Plan, which 

will allow the center to both deepen the opportunities for members of APCH, and expand the number of 

members we can serve.  All of us who care about APCH will have significant work to do to bring this plan to 

fruition, but for now please join me in thanking my fellow directors for the contributions they have made to 

the ongoing improvement of a great organization.

Cyrus Hadidi

APCH  Board of  Directors
Cyrus Hadidi 
Chairman

Doug Atchison 
Co-Vice Chairman

Dawn Taubin 
Co-Vice Chairman 

Melissa Palazzo
Treasurer

Maryellen Zarakas
Secretary 

Barbara Arnold
Robyn M. Browning
Debbie Cerrito
Sister Patricia Connor, RSHM
Jill Goldman
Barbara Glazer
Louise Hamagami
Jonathan Hodge
Robert Israel
Alan Melina
Julie Pilat
Howard Sherwood
Stephanie Sherwood
Hamed Tavajohi
Marshall Wax

Debrah Constance
Founder

Jonathan Zeichner
Executive Director

Lifetime Directors
Robert Davidow
Peter M. Gilhuly, ESQ.
Kenneth Karmin
Bruce Newberg
Stephen Winston

APCH Leadership Council
Debbie Cerrito
Co-Chair

Jonathan Hodge
Co-Chair

Kate Christensen
Allison Copes
Allison Crandall
Danielle Djansezian
Simi Dube
Sarah Duru
Bennett Johnson
Jennifer Koster
Alex Larson
Lisa Masters
Tamara Muzac, MBA
Amanda Plisner 
Louie Rubio
Marshall Smith
Maggie Venneri
Imer Vigil

 
2830 South Central Avenue • Los Angeles, CA  90011-2037 

(323) 232-7653 • www.apch.org

                           MESSAGE FROM OUR
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD

As APCH moves into a period of growth and expanded services, we are pleased to welcome four 
outstanding new Board Directors, all of whom have already hit the ground in motion!  

Barbara Arnold is a retired Vice President with Toyota Motor Sales, U.S.A., Inc. where she worked 
in its Legal and Corporate Responsibility group as well as Human Resources.  A recent graduate of 
the Riordan Leadership Institute, which develops business professionals for lifelong service in the 
nonprofit community, as well as a current and prior member of other non-profit boards. 

Barbara Glazer is an experienced and respected creative advertising executive in the 
entertainment business, and cofounder of The Ant Farm, an entertainment marketing firm; 
managing partner of Picture Head, a Hollywood based post production company; partner in 
Howling Entertainment, a music publishing and production company; and a Managing Member 
Of AngelVision Investors.  She is a member of the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences.

Melissa Palazzo is an executive with over 20 years’ experience in media across the entertain-
ment industry.  She is currently President and Chief Operating Officer of The Ant Farm, a leading 
entertainment advertising agency working on award winning campaigns for some of the biggest 
names in entertainment.  She has held leadership positions at Ketchum Public Relations, USA 
Networks, Sony Pictures and Miramax Films. 

Hamed Tavajohi migrated to the United States from Iran in 1987 and settled in California.  
While attending California State University Fullerton, he got a part time job working as bank teller 
which began his career in banking, and he is now Regional Business Banking Manager at Bank of 
the West, where he oversees the Southern/Central California & Las Vegas Markets.

NEW DIRECTORS JOIN APCH BOARD      
                                  AT EXCITING TIME



    WANT TO LEARN MORE AND GET MORE INVOLVED?  CALL TODAY TO JOIN ONE OF OUR MONTHLY TOURS AT APCH.  (323) 232-7653 ext. 2237

2013 – 2014

 
 2830 South Central Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90011-2037 

(323) 232-7653 • www.a pch.o r g

APCH CALENDAR OF EVENTS
2013 what when & where details get involved
OCTOBER 

25
Fall Festival/ Halloween Party APCH

All Day
APCH Treats the kids to a spooktacular day of haunting events! Calling all volunteers.

Please email volunteer@apch.org

NOVEMBER
27

Community Thanksgiving Dinner & 
Grocery Distribution

APCH
All Day

APCH Distributes Groceries and Serves Dinner
for 1,200 community members in need, and attempts to set

a Guiness Book World Record!

Calling all volunteers.
Please email volunteer@apch.org

DECEMBER 
6

Tree Lighting Ceremony & Movie Night APCH
5PM – 8PM

Join us for our Tree Lighting Ceremony & stay
for hot chocolate & Movie Night.

Make sure to bring warm blankets for the whole family!

Bring an ornament & join the fun! 
Volunteers needed, 

please email volunteer@apch.org

DECEMBER 
10

Holiday Toy Drive Party TBA - check our website for updates
7PM - 12AM

A hip & fun holiday party at one of the hottest spots in L.A. 
Admission: $20 or a new $20 toy

Visit www.apch.org for details

DECEMBER
11

(subject to change)

APCH Gala for the Children – it’s our 
20th Anniversary!

Beverly Wilshire Hotel
6PM – 9PM

Please join us for our biggest fundraiser of the year as we 
celebrate 20 years of success for APCH youth.

For ticket & sponsorship information please go to apch.org 
and click on TICKETS/SPONSORSHIPS or contact Rebecca 
Mizrahi at (323) 904-4400 or rebecca@grantevents.com

DECEMBER
20

A Place Called Home for the Holidays 
Festival Preparation and SetUp

APCH
Afternoon

Help us decorate the Center & sort toys, books & clothing
to be distributed to South LA families

Calling all volunteers.
Please email volunteer@apch.org 

DECEMBER 
21

A Place Called Home for the Holidays 
Festival & Gift Distribution

APCH
All Day

A fun & festive day for hundreds of
South Central families in need

To volunteer, email volunteer@apch.org

DECEMBER 
22 – JAN 1

APCH Holiday Break APCH Closed.
Center reopens Thursday January 2, 2014.

2014 what when & where details get involved
JANUARY 

4
Jive Live

New Year’s Run
Join the Race!  Train up and get ready for the 2nd annual Jive Live 

New Year’s Race, with APCH as the Official Charity!
Get fit & raise funds!

Register to join Team APCH.  Get more info:
www.newyearsrace.com

JANUARY 
25

Dr. Martin Luther King
Day of Service APCH Volunteer

Awards Ceremony

Join us as we recognize our outstanding volunteers. For more information contact
Ana Maria at volunteer@apch.org

MARCH
20

Stars & Strikes 
Celebrity Bowling & Poker Tournament

6PM – Midnight
PINZ, Studio City

The APCH Leadership Council’s annual fundraising event. 
Celebrities & guests take to the lanes

& poker tables for a nonstop night of fun for the cause!

For ticket & sponsorship information, please visit
apch.org and click on TICKETS/SPONSORSHIPS

or contact Scott Culbertson at (323) 232-7653 x2238
or scott@apch.org 

APRIL
14-18 

(subject to change)

APCH Spring Break APCH Closed to Members.
Center reopens on April 21.

APRIL
11-12

Cinderella & Prince Charming
 Pay it Forward Project

L.A. teens learn about inner beauty and strength, and outer 
generosity, and go home with fabulous dresses & suits for Prom 

& Graduation.

Donate dresses, suits, shoes, purses, jewelry, ties, shirts 
and belts.

To volunteer, email: cinderellaproject@apch.org

APRIL
26

APCH at William Shatner’s
Celebrity Horse Show

L.A. Equestrian Center Come enjoy an amazing horse show, silent auction, dinner & music 
with Captain Kirk and friends, all to benefit APCH and other worthy 

charities!

For ticket information, please visit apch.org and click on 
TICKETS/SPONSORSHIPS

MAY
16-18

Big Sunday
(Even though it’s Saturday)

APCH
10AM – 4PM

Call ing skil led handy men and women to help beaut i f y 
APCH. Volunteer today !

Call ing all volunteers.
Please email volunteer@ apch.org

MAY
17

GirlPower Awards Luncheon & Boutique The Beverly Hills Hotel
10AM – 2PM

This event honors women who inspire us and raises funds for 
the APCH GirlPower Project & other APCH programs that inspire 

inner-city youth.

For ticket & sponsorship information please contact 
Rebecca Mizrahi at 

(323) 904-4400 or rebecca@grantevents.com
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WANT TO LEARN MORE AND GET MORE INVOLVED?  CALL TODAY TO JOIN ONE OF OUR MONTHLY TOURS AT APCH.  (323) 232-7653 ext. 2237

SCAN THIS CODE TO WATCH THE APCH 
VIDEO ON YOUR MOBILE DEVICE


