
 

 

May 25, 2020 
 
Letter from the Executive Director 

 
 
APCH was built from the ashes of civic unrest that tore through South Central over 26 years 
ago. Since that time, we have welcomed thousands of South Central’s young people and 
families across our threshold to take part in our free programs in education, counseling, the 
arts, nutrition, athletics, college scholarships, and vocational preparation. 
 
Now, with the COVID-19 pandemic, our community is facing immediate challenges of epic 
proportions. All over the world, people are struggling, especially those that were already 
living in the margins, and APCH is committed to being here as a resilience resource for the 
tough months and years ahead. 

 
We welcome your support and partnership to keep APCH strong as we negotiate the perils 
ahead. Right now, the need is for funding. 

 
APCH moved quickly to respond to our community’s immediate needs. Early on we 
recognized the need to temporarily suspend our on-site youth programs and have our staff 
work remotely in the interest of public health. Since our campus closure, APCH has been 
operating a Family Resource Depot for the distribution of groceries and fresh produce, 
diapers, hygiene products, books, art supplies, masks and other essentials to hundreds of 
families in need. 

 
We have also adapted our programs for web-based delivery - here’s what we’re doing right 
now: 

 
� Our Membership and Counseling Departments are on call daily to provide case 

management and mental health services by phone, make referrals to emergency 
resources, sign families up for our weekly grocery deliveries, and provide micro 
grants to pay urgent expenses. 

 
� Our Programs staff is providing daily enrichment and learning activities to members 

online, including tutoring, fitness and dance lessons, nutrition classes, art, music and 
theater classes, and college and vocational preparation. We have even delivered 
musical instruments and computers to members to facilitate their learning 
experiences. 

 
� We have kept our Mentoring programs thriving online, and our teens and mentors 

connected to staff and one another. 
 

� Our charter high school partnership, vocational prep program, and college 
scholarship program are all running online. 



 

. 
We are providing these critical services RIGHT NOW because our community doesn’t have 
reserves and many are ineligible for government aid. We are committed to providing 
mental health services and continuity of programs for kids who are anxious about what’s 
ahead for them and their families. We are even opening “space” for youth and families on 
our waiting list, and we will continue building out APCH Online, even as we look forward 
to reopening our campus the moment we can. 

 
This is our plan for today – but we know there are more challenges ahead even once the virus 
clears. Perhaps more than any other community in LA, South Central is embarking on what 
will be a long and arduous road to recovery.  
 
Youth and families will continue to rely on APCH for safety, hope, and a way to a better 
life. With your support through this period and beyond, we will continue to serve and be 
ready to reopen our campus when the time is right. 

 
We know that you will receive many requests for support in the coming months. I hope you 
will stick by APCH and give generously.  

 
Please stay safe, healthy and hopeful, and hold your loved ones tightly, even if it’s through a 
screen. We all need each other, now more than ever. 

 
Jonathan 


