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CREATING

Debrah Constance, our founder,
sure knew what she was doing when
she named A Place Called Home.

For the hundreds of kids that flood
through our doors every day it is just
that, a second home.

Did you know there are hundreds
more on a waiting list, that cannot
get in because we are out of room?
We've turned every square inch into
usable space—some of our offices
used to be closetsl—and at this point
our facilities cannot safely accommo-
date any more members.

So... we have been dreaming,
planning and fundraising, and we

MORE SPACE TO CALL HOME

are thrilled to be able to share some
great news with you!

APCH is Expanding to Serve
More Young People
and to Make Our Programs
Even Better!

It will happen gradually: Phase
One will include a new Welcome
Center/Lobby and urgently needed
restrooms in our main building, as
well as remodeling our warehouse
across the street to become the
APCH Anne, including a new Teen
Center and a Gallery/Performing Arts
Space. Our Dance, Music and Art De-

OUR MISSION

A Place Called Home is a safe haven in South Central
Los Angeles where underserved youth are empowered

to take ownership of the quality and direction of their lives

through programs in education, arts, and well-being
and are inspired to make a meaningful difference
in their community and the world.

partments are bursting at the seams,
and this will allow our young artists
to take their creativity to a whole new
levell Plus, we will share the gallery
and theater space with the neighbor-
hood, hosting community meetings
and inviting local artists, musicians,
dancers and theater productions to
use the space regularly. We'll even
have a movie screen!

With major investments from the
Ahmanson Foundation, the Marion
Brucker Trust, the Faith Family Trust,
the W. M. Keck Foundation, and the
Sherwood Family, we will break
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Every day we're assaulted with sto-
ries and interaction with disaster, cru-
elty, violence and atrocity. Some
mornings that first encounter with the
news of the day is so stressful that we
want to pull the covers up and stay in
a cocoon.

How do we protect ourselves in
mind, body and spirit, and stay posi-
tive, engaged and openhearted? |
think a lot about this for the young
people at A Place Called Home. How
can we help them develop into hap-
py, healthy, productive adults who

love making the world a better place?

Of course, there are multiple
answers— and APCH provides many
programs to address the question, but
studies show that the quality of our
lives is deeply impacted by one very
simple value: Kindness

Science has proved that doing
good deeds for others reduces our
own stress. Cornell University re-
searchers following 427 women found
that numbers of children, education,
class, and work status did not affect
health, but after 30 years, 52% of those

who did not volunteer had experi-
enced a major iliness, but only 36% of
those who did volunteer had gotten
sick.

There is a state of joy and well be-
ing that comes from giving to others.
In fact, being kind and generous may
actually lengthen your life. One study
found a 44% reduction in early death
among adults who volunteered a lot
— a greater effect than exercising four
times a week.

| can't say we have no stress, but all
of the staff at APCH are happy and
grateful that we can spend our days in
service and kindness.

Whether at A Place Called Home or
another nonprofit you believe in, | en-
courage you to volunteer, donate,
spread the word— you will feel better
and the world will, too!

Jonathan Zeichner
Executive Director

Come meet the friendly and dedicated staff at APCH. Sign up today to join one of our monthly tours: http://bit.do/APCHTour

APCH STAFF NEWO!

APCH is about love and family, and
we joyfully congratulate our Higher
Education Coordinator Beatriz
Gutierrez, and Operations
Coordinator La Shawnda Moore,
who both had babies in 2014; and
Athletics Coach Alex James and
Manager of Volunteer Engagement
Sarah Kimbrough, who both got en-
gaged (not to each other)! Wed also

like to welcome all our new staffers, in-

cluding two fantastic VISTA volunteers:
Lena Smith & Dennis Hisamoto.
We're fortunate to attract such talent-
ed and dedicated staff and volunteers.

If you're interested in working at APCH,

please visit our website and click on

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES. We are

growing, so check back often!

HOME

Walking through that door

S0 many problems come
to mind

Look to my right

My sister getting yelled at for
getting pregnant

Look to my left

My nephew crying over many
problems

[ try to get to my room as
fast as I can,

S0 that my grandmother
doesnt see me

[ pass through these
empty hallways

As T touch my doorknob

My aunt starts to yell

-you shouldnt question god!
You were born to a catholic
Family, you cant be atheist!

[ try, but somehow it gets
to me.

[ had never thought that those
thoughts would ever get to me.

[ button my smile to my face.

[ adjust my crazy laugh
behind it.

And Tl live like this.

This isnt perfect

Because nothing is

But Ill use this to write my
feelings out

Although T have a lot of
burning in my heart

That fire is always extinguished
by that one friend

Who is more than a friend,
she's a sister

[ could never replace you

You understand

You listen

How can she hold back
the tears

As T write this, T tremble

[ feel that tear dmost
come out

[ cant hold it

[ must but T cant

My father once told me

‘Never let anyone see you cry,
because when they do, theyll
know youre wedk.

— Anna, Age 12
APCH Member

We nurture our community's youth by instilling in them the knowledge, skills,
and capabilities they need to overcome the odds associated with the neighborhood.


http://bit.do/APCHTour

Everyday we open our doors and
hearts to this wonderful adventure
called A Place Called Home. Everyday
we have the incredible privilege to
participate in and witness the flower-
ing of young minds, and even their in-
tense struggles to grow up whole and
free. As an institution that has lived
and breathed in the South Central

community for 21 years, we have seen
the remarkable will of thousands of
young people and families to not just
survive, but to take hold of the sun-
light, nurture seeds of opportunity,
and overcome great challenges to ful-
fill their life’s destiny. Our role is to in-
spire those dreams with art and music,
strengthen them with academic sup-
port, physical fitness and fresh food,
and support their journey into adult-
hood so they can walk confidently
and competently in the world.

[t's been an honor to be a part of
this sacred work for the past five years.
Here is a small list of accomplish-

ments: we've built a South Central
Sports League; created a Digital Media
Program to share stories through our
lens; extended our Garden Program

with beautiful blossoms down Central
Avenue, and launched an annual
Health and Garden Expo; invited in
wisdom keepers to support our men-
toring pathways; grown our parent in-
volvement with leadership circles and
booster clubs; introduced Saturday
training in music, dance, and art to
usher our members towards advanced
proficiency; and expanded our menu
of teen programs, scholarships, and
opportunities for international study
abroad. | applaud everyone on this
great team of service.

Tarabu Betserai Kirkland,
Director of Programs

OUMMERTIME 2011 WAS AMAZING!

APCH programs and
services are delivered via
five core departments:

Creative
Expressions, Bridge to the
Future, and Community
Outreach & Volunteers

First of all, WE GOT OUR VERY OWN
SCHOOL BUS! So, in addition to all our
regular programs like Art, Dance,
Athletics, Gardening, Music, Science,
and more, we were in field trip
heaven!

We provided 71 fun and education-
al summer field trips over eight weeks:
898 members attended trips in June,
and 1164 members attended trips in
July. Our superstar kitchen staff pro-
vided thousands of breakfasts, snacks
and lunches to members on site and
another 1500 to-go lunches for field
trips to surf camp, the beach, a picnic/
fun day in Griffith Park, museums, sail-
ing, Catalina Island, snorkeling, horse-
back riding, hiking, performances and
so much morel!

One really cool collaboration was
with the Environmental Learning
Center, an educational facility at the
Hyperion that teaches responsible
water consumption. Our youth got to
see how our water infrastructure
works and learned great habits to
conserve water, especially during
droughts like the one we're experienc-
ing right now.

Thanks to our generous supporters,
we were able to provide a Summer to
Remember for hundreds of young
people in South Central—and in addi-
tion to all the fun, they went back to
school better prepared and with new
backpacks full of school supplies!



@ EPUCATIONAL SERVICES

EDOCATION=COLLABORATION

Collaboration is the word in the
Educational Services Department!
Members develop critical thinking and
comprehension skills as they partici-
pate in collaborative learning activities
and projects.

Creativity is nurtured through cur-
riculum such as our “Be Kind, Rewind”
Project, a creative collaboration be-
tween our Educational Services and
Digital Media Departments in which
members rewrite, film and edit well-
known movies into condensed short
films, which are screened for commu-
nity audiences. In“The World Inside/
Outside Me" series, members learn
about anatomy, nutrition, fitness and
environmental health through study
projects and physical activities; while

our “Forces of Nature”class has mem-
bers create water mazes utilizing
straws, cups and tape to demonstrate
the physics of water pathways and
sources, such as a well, a water clean-
ing plant and an aquifer.

During the school year, the
Educational Services Department
serves an average of 230 members
each day, five days a week — plenty of
opportunities to provide support in
obtaining a 21st Century Education
based on the 4

19 YEARS AND HONDREDS
OF STUDENTS
BACK IN HIGH SCHOOL

We are proud to host the Alternative
Education Work Center of Jefferson
Community Adult School on our cam-
pus. Jose Alvarez coordinates the pro-
gram and he has brought tremendous
enthusiasm and genuine commitment
to the endeavor, which supports stu-
dents that have dropped out or been
caught up in circumstances that took
them out of high school. We welcome
a new teacher, Mr. Lance Antolin, who
brings many years of AEWC experi-

ence. Beginning this year, students
pursuing their high school equivalen-
cy certificate will have three test op-
tions to reach their goal: the TASC and
HISET tests; and also the new GED, not
offered through regular LAUSD
schools. Whichever test a student
takes, upon passing they will receive a
California High School Equivalency
Certificate. We expect to graduate
close to 40 students in June 2015!

C's: Critical
Thinking,
Collaboration,
Communication
and Creativity!

APCH has served more than 18,000
young people since we opened our doors in
1993. On average, more than 300 members
cross our threshold each day.

BIG Thank you to America’s Tire for contributing to A Place Called Home's Safe Passage Program - we now have an awesome school bus to transport our members after school!!
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FOOD, JOY AND
EMPOWERMENT AT APCH!

Nutrition, Health and Well-being are
critical issues in our neighborhood,
and our from-scratch meal service and
garden to table concept brings APCH
members and families healthy choices
and training to grow and prepare
fresh, healthy, delicious food.

With our strong focus on freshness,
organics and nutritional content, we
found a great new partner in Food
Forward (foodforward.org), a nonprofit
that freely supplies local organic pro-
duce to our kitchen on a weekly basis.

Our ongoing Urban Garden Qasis

site and educational curriculum have
grown to include a Community
Garden in partnership with the LAPD
Newton Division.

AND, we are excited to share that
our food empowerment mission,
which starts with gardening and har-
vesting, is now producing local sus-
tainable “Pantry Products”made by our
Food / Plant Justice Club teens. Soon,
we hope to offer APCH products at
farmers market locations in South
Central!

A TASTE OF SUMMER

Summer means abundance in the
APCH garden. After a year-long wait,
the passion fruits are so plump and
juicy they can no longer hold their
weight, and members arrive in search
of these fallen treasures. What better
reward for patience than fresh, vine-
ripened fruit?

Another exotic, Shiso, an Asian herb,
has joined our usual tomatoes, pep-
pers, kale, squash, etc. This tall green
beauty is also showing up in the APCH

kitchen, where our teens are making
an exotic new pesto using shiso, miso,
and pistachios— an Asian flare in a tra-
dition dish. Ask for a taste when you
visit!

This year we expanded our garden
to the greater community by creating
raised beds of veggies and fruit trees
at the APCH / LAPD Newton Station
Community Garden, where cops and
kids are planting seeds of hope for the
neighborhood!

FOR LOVE OF THE GAME
AND SOMETHING MORE...

Like in any other community, the
families of South Central want a safe
environment for their children to grow
up in. Unfortunately, there is a short-
age of parks and spaces for outdoor
recreation in our neighborhood. When
it comes to sports, there are a few
competitive leagues, but due to en-
roliment fees, many families have to
choose which of their children get to
play, or they simply aren't able to
participate.

Four years ago, A Place Called
Home created the South Central

Sports League, offering FREE orga-
nized co-ed participation in basketball,
flag football, and soccer. The SCSL
comprises more than a dozen local or-
ganizations that have banded togeth-
er to emphasize fun, sportsmanship,
and community. Now in its 5th year,
the SCSL is growing to include volley-
ball & girls basketball. We love the
games and the competition, but more
than anything we live for the special
moments the program creates for our
members'families and the whole
community.

COUNOSELING PERSPECTIVES...

The APCH Davidow Counseling
Center and all of the direct service
staff had a busy and fun-filled summer
in 2014, expanding our reach into the
hearts of our members and broaden-
ing our helping capacity with our
newest camp collaboration in Malibu,
the CIRCLE CAMPS FOR GRIEVING
CHILDREN. The loss of a parent or
family member often leaves a devas-
tating impact on children and many
experience trauma, profound sadness
and isolation. We were so gratified
that APCH members could be in a
beautiful, safe environment where
they could explore their grief, connect
with other kids and build their confi-
dence through activities like swim-
ming, climbing, canoeing, and camp-
fire storytelling— all at no cost.
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At APCH our Counseling team par-
ticipates and observes in program ac-
tivities to learn more about our mem-
bers'needs and the larger culture that
is impacting and shaping the lives of
South Central youth. The youngest
new members always find their way
to the counseling center, led by re-
turning members who explain, ‘Here
is where you can come and talk about
anything! Through our open door pol-
icy and relaxed approach over the
summer, we see behaviors change for
the better when members have more
peer-to-peer engagement. Group ac-
tivities allow members teach each
other about the unique culture and
social norms at APCH. And a good
time is had by all!

We serve more than 5,000 freshly

prepared, healthy meals

each month and distribute 250 bags

of groceries to families.


foodforward.org

CREATIVE EXPRESSIONS

CULTIVATING A CREATIVE
COMMONITY

You never hear anyone lament
learning how to play music, but a lot
of people are sorry they quit! Music is
a lifelong source of joy.

This year we celebrated the gradua-
tion of Berklee College of Music schol-
arship recipients Laura Padilla and
Brielle Blount. We also celebrate
Daniel Villa, once a music major, now
a USC graduate with a degree in
American Studies and Social
Entrepreneurship.

At APCH we know that not every
music student will become a profes-
sional musician, but the intrinsic val-
ues and disciplines gained through in-

volvement in music will impact their
whole lives. Music students gain skills
such as problem solving, creative and
critical thinking, and the ability to learn
from and collaborate with peers. We
are very proud of our APCH members
for persevering and we look forward to
continuing to cultivate a creative
community.

Do you know someone who played
an instrument growing up and now
has an old clarinet, trumpet or guitar
lying around? If so, invite them down
to APCH to jam with our students or
even donate that old instrument!

DIGITAL STORYTELLING -
DEVELOPING SKILLDS
FOR THE 21°" CENTUKRY

In 2014 we launched BE KIND,
REWIND: a collaboration between the
Digital Media & Educational
Services Departments. With camara-
derie as a cornerstone, middle and
high school students worked together
to adapt & recreate popular feature
films as shorts, going through pre-pro-
duction, production & post. The films
were screened at our first Moondance
Short Film Festival, with 270 commu-
nity members in attendance to wit-
ness our students'amazing work on
the big screen. The filmmakers stood
in front of the audience with huge
smiles as they were applauded for
gheir hard work. And the skills they

learned will serve them well as they
plan for their futures in a job market
that prizes imagination and techno-
logical skills!

Congratulations to our 2014 BE
KIND REWIND cohort: GHOSTBUSTERS:
[Abigail M., Kaylee M., Anna B, Michelle
L, Daniel M., Londyn C,, Julian M.] THE
SIXTH SENSE: [Grace B, Ingrid A, Maria
E. Daisy G, Dylan W] THE FAULT IN
OUR STARS: [Daisy L., Gerson M., Diana
B, Michelle E, Elizabeth A., Axel A, Erik
CJ] And grand prize winner, THE PERKS
OF BEING A WALLFLOWER: [Ramon S,,
Aura B, Bryant M, Yesenia R, Jose A,
James M., Oswald R]

DISCOVERED THROUGH DANCE

The arts can transform a child. In
the APCH Dance Studio, a child can
discover who they are and a teacher
can find new ways to inspire and con-
nect. Dance uncovers and invites the
hidden to be revealed.

Our regular programming includes
ballet, jazz, hip-hop, hula and a per-
forming dance company class, and in
the summer we may add Filipino
Tinikiling, Tap, Dance Team, and Dance
Crew, challenging our members to
step out of their comfort zones and
deepening teamwork and community.

Rhythm & Tap Class includes great
sounds and stomping out loads of en-
ergy. After afew sessions, fear and
trepidation turn into excitement and
willingness. The opportunity for a
child to stand in her/his own skin with
everyone watching is both frightening
and empowering.

The arts are vital at APCH and any
opportunity to try something new is
applauded. At a time when more kids
are becoming introverts, real human
interaction is critical. We encourage

our members to connect, to be seen,
and to be inspired; and dance is a
doorway to all those things.

7~

BlEmmEEE Each year APCH provides more than
125 fun and educational field trips to
r.-.‘ concerts, museums, hikes, sailing,
horseback riding, camping and the beach! We also take
kids to visit colleges all over California!




CREATIVE EXPRESSIONS

ART IS WHERE OUR HEART IS

Each year APCH art students get
more creativel We've used old card-
board boxes, recycled paper, and plas-
tic containers to make sculptures, and
many of our paintings have been
showcased in a gallery where partner,
Create Fixate, regularly includes
APCH kid art alongside the works of
professionals. Big confidence booster!

Last summer our Experimental
Art Class learned that artwork can be
multi-dimensional and interactive.
Members created a fantastical indoor
garden in our Family Room, using bal-
loons, paper mache, newspaper, and
polyester fiberfill to fabricate large

photorealistic clouds to hang from the
ceiling, each featuring a different at-
mospheric condition (snow, rain, and
lightning) and there was even a rain-
bow. Then, using stucco, tissue paper
and glue, the artists made 8-ft. tall
stems with giant flowers and insects
made of plastic water bottles and egg
cartons. A giant Venus Flytrap with
long sharp teeth devoured bottle-
shaped flies in its maw, and nature ran
wild! Bitten by the bug, our members
are chomping at the bit to create more
installations and transform more spac-
es at APCH. We can't wait for our own
Gallery to open across the street!

APCH 2019 ALBUM - DREAMS FROM HOME

This year the Audio Recording &
Music Production Class welcomed
good friends Nick Bailey & Ryan Ogren
to collaborate with member Tamia
Staples on “Barrier”& "Best Part of Me".
Both songs have an amazing Hip-Hop
& Pop feel. Big thanks to Team Red's

Jacqueline Becker, Ameerah, Jordan
Sapp, John Flanagan and Johnny
Severin, who worked with members
Heidi Zenteno, Robyn Harris, & Tamia
Staples on “Me Without You! Also in
the Studio, Breaking Tempo worked on
“Breakdown”with member Omar

Guerra behind the Board and our
newest voices, members Robyn Harris
& Mansa Hunt bringing a fresh R & B
vibe—check it out! Available
December (great gift!) at iTunes and
ondisc at APCH.

®
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BLOSSOM

Inside me
Potential energy
Manifesting the bravery
To conjure up the vocabulary
To say-
To say.
That 1 love.
That T love you
I have spent the last month
Thinking if T should or shouldnt
But 1 take a look at you
every day
And I know for a fact
I couldnt..
That I couldn't miss this chance
To say that T think
youre awesome
That T want to have this dance
And hope that we will blossom
So I sit here with this
Potential energy
Manifesting the bravery
To conjure up the vocabulary
To say
To say that.
I hope we blossom

— Anonymous
APCH Member

HOME

Home is like a cave,

Warmth at night

During the cold

Home is lke mama bear

Protecting its cubs

From the dangers outside

Home gives us comfort

When most needed

Home is a place to
gather around

And make memories

Be together and tell each other

Stories that wil stay within
the walls

Stories that wil never be
told outside

Home is where the
laughter echoes

It echoes through the halls
and rooms

It wraps around you

Motioning you to join in

To join in and laugh

Home is paradise

— Larissa, Age 1O
APCH Member



BRIPGE TO THE FUTURE

BRIDGE TO
THE FUTURE
2011
19 FACTS

1 -Our GirlPower program provided
mentoring and character development
for 17 teens, culminating with the
GirlPower Awards Luncheon in May
2014 — the new session is under way!
2-13 young men participated in
Journey, a rites of passage support pro-
gram helping them transition into
manhood.

3 -We launched a new Teen Fitness
curriculum.

4 -L|.FE Mentoring paired 26 teens
with caring adults in the community.
5 -Our SAT support program served
more than 40 students as they pre-
pared for college.

6 - We provided more than 1500 hours
of 1:1 tutoring in math, science, and
language arts.

7 -We launched a STEAM program
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Art,
and Math) to support teens in advanc-
ing their knowledge and skills in these
essential areas.

8 - We provided more than 35 intern-
ships, helping teens develop job skills
to last a lifetime.

9 -Our new Teens Taking Action group
volunteered at local community orga-
nizations to make a difference in the
world.

10 -Our 10-month college preparation
course helped dozens of teens with
college applications, tours, scholar-
ships, FAFSA applications and the tran-
sition into college in the fall.

11 -Our APCH Shaheen Scholarship
Program sent 72 students to college
for the 2014-15 academic year, raising
our total past the 275 mark!

12 -Teens mentored our younger
members, conveying APCH core values
and giving them a head start on the
path ahead.

13 -10 teen members completed our
Drivers Education course, rolling them
closer to obtaining a license.

14 -We started a Cultural Awareness
program, promoting diversity and ac-
ceptance of other cultures through ex-
posure to guest speakers, cuisine, mu-
sic, videos and field trips.

8

APCH SHAHEEN SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM
ENTERS 10TH YEAR!

We are proud to announce that we
had 8 college graduates this year, ac-
cepted a new cohort of 16 Scholars
and have 58 returning Scholars. We've
had the pleasure of seeing our
Scholars mature into adults ready to
take on anything. Three standouts:

Maria Xochicale graduated from Cal
State University, Los Angeles with a
Chicana/o Studies Major, and as presi-

dent of MEChA (Movimiento
Estudiantil Chican@ de Aztlan) and a
member of our Student Leadership
Council.

Edgar Morales exhibits extreme
discipline and work ethic as he enters
his final year at CSULA and pursues his
degree in Civil Engineering. He is al-
ready testing for his license and ad-
vancing to begin his career.

Darian Epherson completed her
freshman year at the University of
California, Berkley with straight
A'sl She is interested in law, and has
been interning for the Associated
University of California Senator.

Congratulations to ALL our Scholars
- you are doing it!!

JOURNEY TO MANHOOD

Our“Journey’rites of passage pro-
gram provides weekly support groups
for our teen boys, including guest
speakers, educational workshops and
videos, panel discussions, deep con-
versations, community involvement,
field trips and more. In addition to a

focus on the APCH REACH touch-
stones (Respect, Empathy,
Accountability, Courage and Hope),
we mentor our boys'transition into
manhood through establishing seven
key principles to live by: Be
Impeccable With Your Words, Don't

Take Anything Personally, Don't Make
Assumptions, Always Do Your Best,
Self Determination, Pay It Forward,
Wisdom is Learning.

A highlight this year was our Pay It
Forward initiative, for which the boys
washed all the APCH staff cars and
accepted donations. With teamwork
and fun, they were able to raise $116,
which they plan to contribute to a
local nonprofit, Inside Out Writers.

At a culminating dinner, the
“Journey Boys, as they called them-
selves, spoke about what they have
learned and the bonds they have
formed during their journey together.
And, with their fathers in attendance,
they affirmed the kind of men they
want to be. It was a powerful begin-
ning to the next chapter in their lives.

e )
=
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In 2014 our APCH Shaheen Scholarship Program - = o
supported 74 students in attending colleges - %
around the country, bringing our total to 283! %
- J




BRIPGE TO THE FUTURE

APCH ALUM VOICES:
ELIJAH DOURESSEAU

working on children’s books and
comic books.

LIFE MENTORING - A DEEP
AND REWARDING COMMITMENT

Lead. lnﬂuence. EOSter. Empower.

| started attending APCH at the
tender age of twelve. | was in the 7th
grade, my favorite band was the Black
Eyed Peas, and | got my lovely box tur-
tle, Jamaica, who is still alive and
kicking.

As far as APCH, impacting my life?
Hal How could a Mecca of youth en-
richment and comfort, an academy for
reinforcing leadership skills, an effec-
tive vehicle for getting to college pos-
sibly impact someone’s life? I'm not all
that sure...

There are too many fond memories
swarming around my head so I'll just
grab one: no matter how rambunc-
tious the kids were, once someone
yelled, “Pizza’s herel,'it could calm any
riot.

I'm an administrative assistant at a
film studio by day, and by night, a
caped crusader (rocking an Afro)

Five years from now, | hope to be
working in church ministry on art-and-
spirituality, and getting my material
published. I wouldn't mind coming
home to a nice little family of my own,
either.

Find that thing you love and go for
it. Read up on it. Talk to people who
do that thing and participate in that
thing. Most important, don't be afraid
to embrace that thing when people
are watching.

I am blessed to have a lot mentors.
My 3rd grade teacher came back in
my life and it is so cool to see him still
putting love and passion into his
teaching. | hope to be half the family
man and artist he is.

We're a giant community, those
who have been touched by APCH,
and | want to share that wealth and
recycle those efforts into help for oth-
er souls. | help the little tots at my
church.

The thing about paying it forward,
though: those little ones have affected
my life in ways | didn't even see
coming...

The LIFE Mentoring program at A
Place Called Home is in its second
year! Since spring 2014 our Adult:Teen
matches have enjoyed outings to con-
certs, sporting events, museums,
shows, community events, and more.
Mentoring a teen twice per month for
ayear is a gratifying and life-changing
experience for everyone involved.
We've noticed that APCH Members in
the LIFE Mentoring program have
demonstrated positive developments
in behavioral and social skills, self-con-
fidence, academics and emotional
well-being.

Thanks to all our supporters and
volunteers for contributing to the suc-
cess of LIFE Mentoring at APCH! We
are looking to match APCH members,

ages 13-17, with positive role models
like YOU! If you are 21+ years old, live
in the Los Angeles Metro area, and are
interested in learning more, email us
at LIFEmentoring@apch.org.

DeMille and Thomas, bonded forever!

a )

@EEEE Inits 1st LIFE Mentori
n its 1st year, our entoring
E E E E E Program matched 26 APCH teens
with caring adults. In Year 2 we plan

E E E E E to double that number!
Fjmjmjrafm
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APCH ADDS OSTATE-OF-THE-ART S.T.t.M. CORRICULOM

In collaboration with Two Bit Circus,
and funded by Time Warner Cable
through its Connect a Million Minds
initiative, APCH kicked-off S.T.E.M.

(science, technology, engineering and
math) classes in 2014. Wearable
Electronics includes cutting edge
curriculum and our class culmination

project will be showcased at the
STEAM Carnival, a Two Bit Circus
production that combines hands-on
social games with project-based

learning to inspire kids to pursue
STEAM: science, technology,
engineering, art and math.

OTRENGTH IN BEING A GIRL

GirlPower is a circle of sisters grow-
ing together and learning to love and
trust each other. Through field trips,
guest speakers, and community ser-
vice, GirlPower provides extraordinary
opportunities for teens to explore and
mature. In 2014 GirlPower explored
the circumstances of girls in countries
around the world, and delved into the
concepts of appreciation and the dif-
ferences between needs and wants.

The GP Girls organized a dinner at a
local homeless shelter housing more
than100 men, women, and children.
One group helped children in the
shelter make Mother’s Day cards and

necklaces, while another decorated
the community room for a celebra-
tion. The Girls developed relationships
with the families in the shelter, and
the day ended with mixed emotions
and tears. Riding back to APCH, the
Girls expressed appreciation for their
own families and for the opportunities
at APCH... opportunities that the
families in the shelter don't have.

GirlPower provides space and op-
portunity for girls to grow, develop
strengths, and find their voices as they
transform into women with purpose
and direction.

©


mailto:LIFEmentoring@apch.org

COMMUNITY OUTREACH AND VOLUNTEERS

ANNOAL STAKEHOLDERS
CIRCLE

Each year APCH Executive Director
Jonathan Zeichner hosts a V5-day
gathering for APCH parents, youth,
staff, volunteers, and directors from
our Board and Leadership Council to
LISTEN to everyone's voices, gather
NEW IDEAS, and encourage
INVOLVEMENT in APCHs future.

In May 2014 the group’s focus
turned to increasing parent participa-

tion at APCH and taking advantage of
the expanded teen center we are
building to reach out to youth in the
community with the most urgent
needs. All suggestions were conveyed
to our Board of Directors at its annual
retreat in June. Thank you—APCH is a
community, and as we always say to
the kids, it belongs to YOU.

ALL-COMMUNITY EVENTS
ALL YEAR ROUND

If you're driving on Central Ave. and
notice a line of people around the
block onto 29%, it's probably another
APCH community event. Whether a
holiday or back to school time, the
community knows there is love and
support at APCH. And, our donors
know that when they invest in APCH,
it makes a real difference for youth
and families.

This past year we distributed tons of
food, toys, clothing and books, and

more than 1,000 backpacks filled with
10

school supplies. And, to add value, we
love collaborating with other organi-
zations, so we. .. planted a community
garden at the Newton Police Station;
joined Councilman Curren Price and
Film Independent to co-host Movie
Nights at parks throughout South
Central; and partnered with the CD9
Nonprofit Coalition to offer nonprofit
work experience for dozens of youth.
You can be part of the APCH commu-
nity and make a difference, too!
apch.org

PARENTS VOLUNTEERING AND
LEADING THE WAY AT APCH

Our APCH Parent Partnership
Circle (PPC) has grown into a vital
part of APCH programs and events!
With their distinct'APCH Proud Parent’
T-shirts, they can be seen assisting in
activities ranging from our Back to
School Fest to welcoming members
on the first day of our session and
handing out schedules. They advocat-
ed for a Computer Class and a
Nutrition/Cooking Class for parents,
and both have been well attended.
The computer class culminated with a
ceremony made even more amazing
by a wonderful potluck dinner, and
the nutrition class produced a Parent

Cooking Demo at our Annual Health
and Garden Expo!

Parent involvement is paramount to
a thriving APCH, and we are excited to
share that the PPC will soon be pro-
viding APCH tours for new parents,
continuing APCH Parents'journey as
leaders and stakeholders, while em-
bracing new members of our growing
family. Gracias Padres!!

VOLUNTEERS AT APCH

When volunteers walk through our
doors, most have no idea how many
hearts they will touch, how many
smiles they will create or how many
futures they will affect. But, when their
service starts, they quickly realize that
A Place Called Home is a place of
change. More than 1,500 volunteers
have contributed over 20,000 hours to
our community, and each hour
changed the world for the better.

At A Place Called Home, volunteers
create the change they want to see in

the world, and you can, too. To get in-
volved, please contact our Manager of
Volunteer Engagement at: volunteer@
apch.org or (323) 238-2412.
Remember, no one can do everything,
but everyone can do something!

I WANNA BE ROYAL, ROYAL!

T'was another year of prom and
graduation royalty, as 750 girls and
200 boys participated in our 121" an-
nual Cinderella & Prince Charming
Project. Inspirational speakers pre-
sented self-improvement and em-
powerment workshops and the teens
got to“shop”our boutique, choosing
from 3,000 formal dresses and 600
suits, plus jewelry, shoes, and accesso-
ries. Kimora Lee Simmons shared her
story (and some amazing shoes!) and
our own GirlPower girls rolled up their

sleeves and hosted the event.
Congratulations to the Class of 2014--
we hope your culminations were
memorable, and that you will always
PAY IT FORWARD!

THANK YOU APCH!
Because of you
I got to have the
prom of my dreams!

- Ann, HS Senior
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2011 STARS AND STRIKES

Stars filled the house for our Stars & Strikes Celebrity Bowling and Poker Fundraiser. Nick
Cannon, Jason Derulo, Howie Mandel, Jessy Malay, Mike Posner, Bonnie Mckee and R5 were
among more than 400 celebrities and guests that took to the lanes and poker tables for a
night of fun. The dedication and long hours put in by APCH’s Leadership Council* paid off,

as the event raised more than $100,000 for APCH's free programs!
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Check our website for info for the next
STARS AND STRIKES in April 2013

701 GIRLPOWER AWARDD
LUNCHEON

Celebrating Women Who Inspire Us, we honored District Attorney Jackie Lacey,
actress/singer Amber Riley, businesswoman Marisela Nufio, and philanthropist
April Freitag. The APCH GirlPower ‘tweens’ and teens were featured honorees, too, and the
event was hosted by actress Shondrella Avery. The APCH band, 29 Live, and our Dance
Company rounded out the dynamic program, raising funds for our GirlPower Project and
other innovative programs that inspire inner-city youth to develop life skills, strength and
focus for their minds and spirits as they transition into becoming productive adults.

SAVE THE DATE:
The next GirlPower Awards Luncheon will be on
May 21, 2015 at the Beverly Hilton Hotel.

EVENTS

Thanks to you,
all services at APCH
A Place Called Home proudly honored are free to our
KIIS-FM Assistant Program Director and members and their
Music Director Beata Czechowski for her families!
dedication and support of our work. L )

*The APCH Leadership Council is a group of young professionals dedicated to
volunteering, raising funds, and many other great activities for A Place Called Home.
They are especially supportive of the organization’s programs for teens and our annual
A Place Called Home for the Holidays festival. Want to get involved?

Email info@apch.org and write LEADERSHIP COUNCIL in the subject line.

2010 GALA FOR THE CHILDREN
CELEBRATING 20 YEARS!

Thanks to APCH Board of Directors and our remarkable honorees
Dr. Phillip Goglia; Sister Patricia Connor, RSHM; and Jack Suzar,
the Gala raised more than $1 million to support our FREE programs for
thousands of young people, families and community members!
Throughout the evening, APCH members shared stories about how APCH
empowers them to overcome adversity and build up their lives.

2011 GALA FOR THE CHILDREN

HONORING BYRON ALLEN, AUSTIN BEUTNER AND TERRY PRESS
SAVE THE DATE:
December 10, 201 at the Beverly Wilshire
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MEET FAITH STRONG, A LOYAL
DONOR OF 15 YEARD!

THANKYOU, FAITH, WE LOVE YOU!

We were so happy to celebrate
Faith's 92nd birthday at APCH!
And then she gave us a big gift
toward building our new Bridge to

the Future Center!
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Faith says: ‘I don't know why rich
people don't give away more money
while they're still alive— what are they

waiting for?”
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ground on Phase One in January
2015 and open the new spaces
starting in the summer.

We are incredibly fortunate to

Rendering of Annex Entry and Gallery Space.

have the support of architectural firm
HOK and engineering firm Sofel
Bougquet to guide us through the
design process, and we've even

involved some of our students in the
brainstorming sessions.

Stay tuned for progress reports
and news on the progress of Phase

One... and then we move on to
Phase Two. Please let us know if
you'd like to get involved— we need
all the support we can get!

Rendering of multi-purpose Performing Arts Space.
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| recently joined my fellow Directors
for our annual Board Retreat.
Spanning two days, this is our core
strategic planning session of the year,
covering near term events, such as our
annual budget, and longer-term stra-

tegic issues, such as our changing
neighborhood and our strained infra-
structure. Every year | come away with
a stronger appreciation for my fellow
Directors. The issues we discuss are
not easy, and invariably require trad-
eoffs. Every participant arrives with an
open mind and heart, and is a con-
structive contributor. This year’s ses-
sion was no different. Under the great
leadership of our Executive Director
Jonathan Zeichner, we are now able
to serve 20% more children than five
years ago and we have added pro-
grams in STEM, Nutrition, Gardening,
Digital Media, SAT & College
Preparation, and more. Nonetheless,

we have a waiting list of 500 young
people, and we are aware that many
in great need are not even on that list
and will require more direct outreach.
At the Retreat, we made tangible
progress on addressing these issues
and deepening our commitment to
the South Central Community. | thank
my fellow Directors for their passion
and service, and thanks to all of our
contributors, volunteers, and staff that
make APCH possible.

il

Cylus Hadidi,
Chairman of the Board of Directors

JOUNG PROFESSIONALS SUPPORT APCH BY
OERVING ON OUR LEADERSHIP COUNCILI

The APCH Leadership Council (LC)
is a dynamic and diverse group of
young professionals engaged in com-
munity involvement and service
through APCH. The “LC" produces sev-
eral important events and special ini-
tiatives in support of our mission, in-
cluding our annual Stars & Strike’s

Celebrity Bowling and Poker
Tournament, and the A Place Called
Home for the Holidays Toy Drive.
This year the LC has been working
hard to activate an exciting new
Strategic Plan, electing new officers
and a focusing on even more out-
reach and also involvement at the

Center, to increase its impact in the
community we serve.

AS APCH continues to grow, the LC
will be expanding its membership. To
learn more about the LC and how you
can get involved, please visit our web-
site and click on GET INVOLVED or call
Marshall Smith at 310-699-0814.

APCH BOARD WELCOMES SEVEN NEW DIRECTORS

Sue Brucker is a community activist,
artist and design-
er. A lifelong vol-
unteer, Sue com-
pleted two terms

as President of Temple Emanuel,

where she currently chairs the Capital

Campaign; and she sits on the Boards

of the URJ and Camp Newman.

Barry Brucker, President and CEO of
Independent Ink,
Inc, served two
presidential terms
on the Beverly

Hills Board of Education, was elected

to the Beverly Hills City Council in

March 2005, and served two terms as

the Mayor of Beverly Hills.

Dawn Campbell is Vice President of
Global Contact
Center Strategies
at Herbalife
International.

With over 20 years experience in

customer service, contact center

operations, project management

&event registration.

Allison Crandall, Sales Manager,
Corporate Gifts at
Skirball Cultural
Center, specializes
in creating
marketing initiatives for all types of
corporations, from financial services
and real estate to career advancement
and social needs based companies.
Jonathan Hodge, Vice President,
Investments at
UBS Financial
Services, has vol-
unteered at APCH
since 1999 as a mentor and tutor, and
cofounded our annual “Home for the
Holidays" Toy Drive.

Alex Pratt, President of Beacon Group
Development
and Consulting,
manages a
portfolio for a

major tax credit syndicator, and

develops low income housing
properties in Southern California.

Sandy Walia, Area President for Wells
Fargo's Greater
San Gabriel
Community Bank,
and a 17-year

Wells Fargo veteran, oversees more

than 1,000 team members in 54

banking stores.

Over the last year, we have served
more than 1,300 youth, 8-21 years of age,

and thousands more family and
community members through food
distributions, volunteer days,
and community movie screenings and
Back to School and Holiday Festivals.

Jonathan Zeichner, Executive Director
Debrah Constance, Founder

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Cyrus Hadidi, Chairman
Doug Atchison, Co-Vice Chairman
Dawn Taubin, Co-Vice Chairman
Melissa Palazzo, Treasurer
Maryellen Zarakas, Secretary
Barbara Arnold
Robyn M. Browning
Barry Brucker
Sue Brucker
Dawn Campbell
Sister Patricia Connor, RSHM
Allison Crandall
Barbara Glazer
Jill Goldman
Louise Hamagami
Jonathan Hodge
Robert Israel
Alan Melina
Julie Pilat
Alexander Pratt
Howard Sherwood
Stephanie Sherwood
Hamed Tavajohi
Sandy Walia
Marshall Wax

LIFETIME DIRECTORS
Robert Davidow
Peter M. Gilhuly, ESQ.
Kenneth Karmin
Bruce Newberg
Stephen Winston

LEADERSHIP COUNCIL
Allison Crandall, Chairman
Amanda Plisner, Vice-Chair
Maggie Venneri, Secretary
Justin Woodhull, Treasurer

Marshall Smith, New Membership Officer
Chris Ceccotti
Kate Christensen
Allison Copes
Danielle Djansezian
Sarah Duru
Bennett Johnson
Jennifer Koster
Lauren Krapf
Alex Larson
Lisa Masters
Tamara Muzac
Katie Petzak
Prophet
Lori Rischer
Louie Rubio
Maya Shah
Alexis Spraic

o

@ place called heme
apch.org
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JOU CAN MAKE

ALL THE DIFFERENCE

IN THE WORLD!

Support APCH families in
i great need—make their
: holiday wishes come truel
Or help year-round.
To enroll as an
Adopt a-Family Donor
please go to:
apch.org >6ET INVOLVED
>ADPOPT-A-FAMILY
Or, complete this form
and return by fax, mail or email:
A Place Called Home
Attn: Adopt-A-Family
2830 5. Central Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 9001
fax (020) 12-019
adoptafamily@apch.org

*Name

 Address

: Phore

Email

© Twould like to participate in:
‘2 HOPE (year round essentials)
i Holiday tdition

%Please select size of recipient family

:and donation level you prefer:
{Q72-2(uptos$250)
{04-5 (up to $900)
Q6-7(upto $600)

EI 8 or more (up to $800)

The amount you give is
up to you. You may choose to
adopt more than one family.

SCAN THIS CODE TO WATCH THE APCH
VIDEO ON YOUR MOBILE DEVICE

JOIN THE APCH FAMILY - Your donation provides immediate and long-term
support to youth in South Central Los Angeles

All APCH programs are free to the children and families we serve and any amount will
make a difference! HERE ARE SOME COSTS FOR THE PRO6RAMS WE PROVIDE:
« Sports, Fitness, Yoga and Sportsmanship activities for a chid for a month - $23
« Professional Dance Instruction and equipment for a child for a month - $50
« Mental Hedlth Counseling for a youth who needs extra support for a month - $82
« A month of Tutoring Ffor five children who are struggling to keep up at school - $115
« Snacks and medls for ten children for a month - $20
« A Field Trip for 25 children - $500
« Academic 6uidance/College Prep for 15 teenagers for a month - $1200
« Tuition support for a young person who wil be the first in his/her family to attend college - $2.500-%6,000

Qs Q%N Qa0 Q%20 Q%S00 O §1000 QO Other $
U T want to Keep On Giving: Please make auvtomatic monthly donations of: $

Payment method: O Check U MasterCard 1 Visa 1 AmEx
( Please make check paydole to: A PLACE CALLER HOME. 2830 South Central Ave, Los Angeles, CA 90011 )

with my credt card.

U Discover

Name on credit card: Card #: Exp: /
Address: City: State: Zip:
Phone: Email:

Q Please make this gift in memory/honor of:
Q My company wil make a matching gift, I have enclosed the form

0 Please do not include my name in any list of published donors

Q T am interested in naming APCH in my estate plan. Please contact me at
QO T am interested in contributing to the APCH Endowment. Please contact me at
0 I am interested in volunteer opportunities at APCH. Please contact me at
Q0 I am interested in learning more dbout serving on the Board of Directors or Leadership Council

CHANGING THE WORLD STARTS AT HOME - THANK YOU FOR YOUR INVESTMENT IN OUR YOUTH'

Sot.;)th Los Angeles ,feens learn about inner

eauty, strength & outer generosity,

APRIL 10 & 11 CHARMING PAY IT FORWARD APCH andgohtgmewi?hfabulous%ressesR?;Uits
PROJECT for Prom & Graduation.

2014 WHAT WHEN & WHERE DETAILS GET INVOLVED

| s

CINDERELLA & PRINCE

Donate dresses or suits. To volunteer,
email cinderellaproject@apch.org

APCH distributes backpacks and school
supplies to our members and
community of South Central LA

Donate backpacks and school supplies

APCH 9AM-DPM info@apch.org

AUGUST 1 BACK TO SCHOOL 6IVEAWAY

For more information on upcoming events, visit our Events Calendar at http://www.apch.org/news-events/calendar-of-events/
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